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ASHTON 

 

Ashton Parish Council              

Northview                                    

15 Main Street 

Yarwell 
Northamptonshire 

PE8 6PR 
 

Clerk Mrs Jill Sardeson 

 

Telephone 07814 468044 

 

www.ashtonparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

PARISH COUNCIL 

 

This was a virtual meeting in accordance with the Local Authorities and Police and Crime 

Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel meetings) 

(England and Wales) Regulations 2020. 

 

 

In attendance 

 
Cllr M Richards   Cllr S Ellis    Cllr Dorman    

Cllr Hadman    Cllr Rice    Mrs J Sardeson – Clerk & RFO 

 

20.109 Apologies for absence from Councillors  

 Apologies were accepted from Cllr New due to a family 

bereavement. 

 

   

20.110 Declarations of Interest  

 To receive member’s declaration of interest in any item on the 

agenda and to consider any dispensations under Section 50 of 

LGA 2000. 

 

None to note. 

 

   

20.111 Public forum   

 No Parishioners attended.  
   

20.112 To RESOLVE that pursuant to the Public Bodies 

(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the public and press be 
excluded from the meeting for the following items of 

business on the grounds that publicity would be 

prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the 

confidential nature of the business to be discussed. 

 

Item No. 129 
 

Proposed: Cllr Richards                  Seconded: Cllr Dorman        

Unanimously agreed 

 

 

20.113 Minutes of the Ordinary meeting held on 13th October 

2020 

 

 It was resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 

13th October 2020, be signed as a correct record. 

 

Proposed: Cllr Richards                  Seconded: Cllr Rice           

Unanimously agreed 

 

   



Ashton Parish Council 24th November 2020 Page 2 of 6 
 
 

20.114 To consider any outstanding actions from the previous 

meeting 

 

 To discuss any outstanding actions assigned from the previous 
meeting, not covered elsewhere on the agenda. 
 

The Asset Register and Emergency Plan - The Clerk confirmed 

that these documents have been published on the website. 
 

Newsletter - The Winter edition is awaiting final submission of 

articles, prior to final editing and assembly. Outstanding 

contributions are to be sent to Cllr Richards by 27th November. 
 

Seed Swap - After consideration of logistics, Cllr Rice advised 

that this will not be progressed as a similar initiative is being set-

up as part for the Ashton Gardening Group. 
 

Ashton Carr - The Ramblers have not, as yet, released their 

footpaths map. Cllr Rice advised that this will be shared, once 

released. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Clerk & Councillors  

- to submit final  

copy for inclusion 

   

20.115 Finance  

 To receive an update on Financial Matters 
 

 

20.115.1 Income and Expenditure against Budget report  

This was previously circulated and the details are listed below. 
 

 

20.115.2 Bank Reconciliation 

As at 5th November 2020 : £21,538.27 
 

 

20.115.3 Payments for approval 
 

To whom 

paid 

Reason Cost 

Ex vat 

Statutory 

Provision 

Clerk Remuneration 

and expenses 

273.98 LGA 1972, s112 (2) 

Finding 

Fitness 

Sports camp 1,200.00 

 

Spending in-line 

with grant funding 
 

It was RESOLVED that the above payments be made. 
 

Proposed: Cllr Dorman                   Seconded: Cllr Ellis 

Unanimously agreed 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Clerk – To arrange 

For the payments  

to be made. 

20.115.4 Payments made since the last meeting was previously circulated. 
 

To whom 

paid 

Reason Cost 

Ex vat 

Statutory 

Provision 

Openspace Subscription 45.00 LGA 1972, s143 

 

Clerk Remuneration 
and expenses 

282.81 LGA 1972, s112 (2) 

Zurich Insurance 

Premium 
 

257.60 LGA 1972, s111 (1) 

Local Government 
Act 1972, s 143 
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20.116 Budget for 2021 - 2022  

 Cllr Dorman gave a presentation on the revised draft 2021/22 

Budget.  
 

After a short discussion it was RESOLVED that the budget for 

2021/22 be accepted. 

 

Proposed by Cllr Dorman                Seconded by Cllr Hadman  

Unanimously agreed 
 

It was then RESOLVED that the Precept for 2021/22 be set at 

£9,603 and that Council further RESOLVED that permission be 

given to the Clerk to forward the proposal to ENC. 

 

Proposed by Cllr Dorman                Seconded by Cllr Richards 
Unanimously agreed 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Clerk to  

complete the 

paperwork and 

submit to ENC 

   

20.117 Planning  

 To consider any planning applications not previously circulated. 

 

No new applications received that had not already been 

circulated. 

 

   

20.118 Staffing Committee  

 Communication Policy 

 

It was RESOLVED to adopt the Communication Policy 

 

Proposed:  Cllr Ellis                        Seconded Cllr Hadman 
Unanimously agreed 

 

Equality & Diversity Policy  

 

It was RESOLVED to adopt the Equality & Diversity Policy 

 
Proposed:  Cllr Rice                       Seconded Cllr Ellis 

Unanimously agreed 

 

Employee Code of Conduct 

 

The Clerk had taken advice from both SLCC and NCALC who 
advised that there was no need for an Employee Code of 

Conduct as it is covered by Contract of Employment and Staff 

Handbook and other documents. However, Councillors felt that 

as a representative and employee of the Council, the Clerk 

should have a written code of conduct, as is common in most 

organisations 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Staffing Cte 
to meet and  

condense the model 

document to meet 

APC requirements. 

   

20.119 Defibrillator and Community Library  

 Cllr Dorman continues to make checks on the defibrillator.  It 

was noted that the infant pads expire in March 2021. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk purchase the new pads in the 

new year 

 

Cllr Richards to 

send the ordering  

information to the  

Clerk. 

 

The Clerk to order 
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Proposed:  Cllr Dorman                  Seconded Cllr Hadman  

Unanimously agreed 

The new pads in 

early February. 
   

20.120 Risk Register Review  

   To approve the Risk Register 

 
It was noted that Council documents are currently not held in a 

fire cabinet, after a discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would 

look at what options are available for the storage of vital paper 

documents. 

 

It was RESOLVED that a minor change be made to the Risk 

Register and that this document be re-adopted. 
 

Proposed:  Cllr Richards                 Seconded Cllr Dorman 

Unanimously agreed 

 

 
The Clerk to look 

into different 

options 

 

 

Cllr Richards to 

make the agreed 
minor change 

   

20.121 Meetings and Correspondence  

 To receive and note communications addressed to Ashton Parish 
Council not previously circulated. 

 

The Clerk had previously circulated the minutes of the meeting 

arranged by Oundle Town Council to Rural Coordination meeting 

where a group of rural councils in the North got together to 

discuss how best, with the reorganisation of local government, 

and the unitary structure being created, the voice of the North 
Northants rural community is properly heard and properly 

considered. Many ideas were discussed, but in essence, there 

was a feeling that there could be a tendency for the rural voice 

to be lost, and as a counterweight to the stronger urban centres 

of the new authority, they should look to form a flexible, ad hoc 

“pressure group” of local parishes it would focus on the existing 
framework for the Oundle area parishes, under the working 

name of the Rural Coordination Group. 

The key aims would be – 

• A forum for raising common problems and issues through 

regular meetings (but not too often!) 

• Knowledge sharing as to any easy solutions 
• To generate a “bottom up” agenda of important local 

concerns to help focus discussions with the unitary 

authority – which seems as if it would sit comfortably 

alongside the new authority’s local forum ambitions  

The next meeting is scheduled for 18th January 2021 if any 

Councillors would like to attend via zoom. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Cllrs wishing to 

attend to advise 
the Clerk 

20.122 Tree Survey & Pollarding Work  

  

To discuss the quotes for the tree works and approve the 

contractor 

 

The Clerk presented the three quotes that had been received. All 
ex-vat. 
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Contractor A    650.00 

Contractor B    1,450.00 

Contractor C    2,655.00 

 

In light that they were all working from the same tree survey 

report, Council asked the Clerk to go back to check that the 
quotes reflected all of the proposed works. 

 

It was RESOLVED that should Contractor A’s quote be for all of 

the works after the Clerk had carried out further investigation 

then Council would agree to using Contractor A. 

   
Proposed:  Cllr Richards                 Seconded Cllr Rice 

Unanimously agreed 

 

To discuss an Augean grant 

There may be a possibility of applying for a grant with Augean. 

 

 

 

The Clerk to 

contact the 

contractor in  
question. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Clerk to make  

further enquiries 

with Augean. 
   

20.123 Walls within the Parish  

 To receive an update regarding the unsafe garden walls 

 

The Clerk had written to two home owners, one of which had 

made contact with the Clerk who informed her that their land 
agent was aware of the problem. No contact from the second 

homeowner.  In light that these could become a health and 

safety issue if they were to fall onto someone on the footpath, it 

was agreed that Cllr Rice would speak to one of the home 

owners and the Clerk to make contact again with the land agent 

of the empty property. 

 

 

Cllr Rice to speak 

to the homeowner 
concerned. 

 

The Clerk to chase 

-up the land agent 

of the empty 

property. 
   

20.124 Footpath  

 To receive an update regarding the Nene Way Footpath  

 

After a discussion it was agreed that Cllr Ellis would speak to  

the land owner to see what their future plans for potentially 

diverting the footpath might be and whether she had contacted 
her land agent. 

 

Proposed:  Cllr Ellis                        Seconded Cllr Hadman 

Unanimously agreed 

 

 

 

Cllr Ellis to speak 

to the land owner. 

20.125 Vehicle Activated Sign  

 To receive an update regarding the sign 
 

The Clerk had met with the Highways Safety Officer and had 

agreed the location of the pole that they are going to install on 

behalf of the Parish Council. No time scale has been set as yet. 
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20.126 Open Space subscription  

 To discuss whether to continue with the subscription for 2021 – 

2022 
 

It was agreed that should we not be using their services next 

year then the subscription would be cancelled. 

 

 
The Clerk to diarise 

as an agenda item 

for June 21 
   

20.127 Carol Singing / Christmas Tree  

 To discuss the viability of a Carol Singing event and / or 
purchase of a Christmas Tree. 

 

Due to the constraints of Covid it was sadly agreed that this 

year there would be no tree as we would be unable to hold the 

annual Carol Singing event. 

 

   

20.128 To receive an update on future meeting dates 2021 

The meeting dates had been previously circulated by the 

Chairman. 

 
It was agreed that Councillors and the Clerk should be available. 

 

26th January 2021   Full Council Meeting 7.00pm 

23rd March 2021     Full Council Meeting 7.00pm 

27th April 2021         Full Council Meeting 7.00pm 

18th May 2021 Annual Parish Meeting  6.30pm 

18th May 2021 Full Council Meeting 7.00pm 

25th May 2021 Governance Meeting 7.00pm 

15th June 2021 Meet Your Councillors 7.00pm 

15th June 2021 Full Council Meeting 7.30pm 

20th July 2021 Full Council Meeting 7.00pm 

14th September 2021 Full Council Meeting 7.00pm 

21st September 2021 Governance Meeting 7.00pm 

21st September 2021 Finance Meeting 7.45pm 

12th October 2021 Full Council Meeting 7.00pm 

23rd November 2021 Meet Your Councillors 7.00pm 

23rd November 2021 Full Council Meeting 7.30pm 

 
Proposed:  Cllr Richards                 Seconded Cllr Ellis 

Unanimously agreed 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Clerk to add 
these dates to 

the website 

   

20.129 Legal Matters for Consideration Exclusion of Public and 
Press (Members of the Public were excluded whilst this item 

was discussed)  

 

It was RESOLVED that pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to  
Meetings) Act 1960 the public and press be excluded from the meeting 

on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public  

interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be  

discussed. 

 

 

 


