
 

 

Minutes 

 

20.070 Apologies for absence from Councillors 

 Present:  Cllr Richards, Cllr Hadman, Cllr Dorman, Cllr Rice and Mrs Sardeson, the Clerk 
 

It was RESOLVED to accept previously notified apologies from Cllr Ellis and Cllr New 

  

20.071 Declarations of Interest 

 To receive member’s declaration of interest in any item on the agenda and to consider 
any dispensations under Section 50 of LGA 2000. 

 

No declarations of interests received. 

  

20.072 Public forum - members of the public are invited to express their views and 

concerns on matters relating to this agenda and other items of note. 

 
Public Participation (restricted to a total time of 10 mins) 

  
No members of the public attended. 

  

20.073 To RESOLVE that pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the 
public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on 

the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the 

confidential nature of the business to be discussed. 

 
Item No. 20.087 

  

20.074 Minutes of the Ordinary meeting held on 28th July 2020 

  

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting be signed as a true record after a 
small alteration was corrected. 

 

Proposed: Cllr Richards            Seconded: Cllr Rice                     Unanimously agreed 

  

20.075 To consider any outstanding actions from the previous meeting 

  

VAS Grant - The grant application had been submitted and should be going before the 

panel in late September. 

 
Ashton Carr - Cllr Rice advised she was waiting to hear from the Ramblers Association 

for verification of the paths on the current list, and was hopeful that she would receive a 

response by October. 

 
Fire Hydrant - Cllr Rice informed Council that the Fire Hydrant appears to had been 

repaired, as is was no longer leaking. 
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20.076 Finance 

  

20.076.1 Income and Expenditure against Budget report 

 

The Clerk had previously circulated information on Financial Matters 
 

20.076.2 Bank Reconciliation 
 

Bank Reconciliation as at 5th August 2020 -  £19,709.21 

 

It was agreed that a VAT return be applied for. 

 
ACTION: The Clerk to action the VAT return. 

 

20.076.3 Payments for approval 

 

Cheque 

No 

To whom 

paid 

Reason Cost 

Ex vat 

Statutory Provision 

100366 Mrs J 
Sardeson 

Clerks pay and 
expenses - July 

259.07 LGA 1972, s112 (2) 

100367 Finding 

Fitness 

Summer Camp 3,000.00 N/A Grant funding 

dispursement 

 

Proposed: Cllr Richards           Seconded: Cllr Dorman               Unanimously agreed 

20.076.4 Payments made since the last meeting 

 
No payments have been made. 

20.076.5 Update on the Asset Register 

 
Finance Committee members had walked the Parish to inspect the Council assets, a few 

changes had been made and a copy of the updated Asset register was circulated before 

the meeting. 

 
ACTION: The Clerk to send a copy of the list of new sports equipment that had been 

purchased for the Finding Fitness sessions, to be added to the inventory. 

 

20.076.6 To approve the Clerk’s annual pay rise 

 

The nationally negotiated pay increase has been agreed as 2.75% for Clerks, to be back 
dated to 1st April 2020. It was RESOLVED that the back pay would be awarded to the 

Clerk in the September pay run along with the increment of one SCP point on achieving 

a satisfactory job appraisal. 

 

Proposed: Cllr Dorman           Seconded: Cllr Hadman               Unanimously agreed 

  

20.077 Planning 

 To consider any planning applications not previously circulated. 

 
No new planning applications to note. 

  

20.078 Staffing Committee 

20.078.1 To receive an update from the Staffing Committee  

 
Cllr New was elected as the Chair of the Staffing Committee for 2020-21. 

 



 

 

ACTION: The Clerk to update the website. 

 
Staffing Committee Terms of Reference (ToR) – Subject to a minor change on the 

Staffing Committee ToR, it was RESOLVED by Full Council that these be adopted. 

 

Training & Development Policy - It was RESOLVED by Full Council that the Training & 
Development Policy be readopted. 

 

Proposed: Cllr Hadman           Seconded: Cllr Richards              Unanimously agreed 

20.078.2 To approve the Communication Policy 

 

After discussion, it was agreed that some further amendments be incorporated before 
adoption. The amended policy document will be re-visited and proposed for adoption at 

the October meeting of Full Council. 

  

20.079 Defibrillator and Community Library 

  
The checks on the defibrillator continue to be carried on a regular basis by Cllr Dorman, 

with no problems reported. 

  

The library is proving popular as the books are decreasing in number. 

  

20.080 Highways, Walls, Footpaths and Drainage Matters 

   The Clerk had written to the Highways department regarding the crossing of the road at 

the Ashton T junction on the Nene Way walk as Parishioners were concerned that it is 

extremely difficult trying to cross the road as visibility is poor.  It had been suggested 
the perhaps a mirror would assist in seeing vehicles coming, unfortunately the Highways 

department will not allow mirrors.  The only option would be is to have the footpath re-

diverted. One of the Councillors had been in talks with the land owner unfortunately 

they were unable to attend the meeting so it was agreed to discuss this at a later date. 
 

The walls at #31 has a significant crack in the wall and also similar at #s 22 / 23. It was 

RESOLVED that the land agent / owners be notified. 

 

Proposed:   Cllr Hadman         Seconded: Cllr Rice                    Unanimously agreed 
 

ACTION: Cllr Dorman and Cllr Rice volunteered to take photographs to send to the 

Clerk to support communications with the appropriate land agent / owner. 

 
ACTION: The Clerk to contact the relevant agents informing them of the public health 

and safety risk. 

  

20.081 Grass Cutting in the Parish 

 The Clerk reported that she had chased both the Highways department and Cllr 
Brackenbury but neither had yet responded. 

 

ACTION: The Clerk to continue chasing for a response. 

  

20.082 Meetings and Correspondence 

 Oundle Town Council (OTC) – OTC had sent a letter asking if Council would like to be 

part of a Rural Working Group due to the move to a unitary authority, concerns had 

been raised that as we are in the far north that residents will have little voice in any 

matters.  Council agreed that in principal a Councillor would attend the first meeting to 
see whether it was felt that this would be of any benefit to Ashton. 

 

The Clerk had contacted Ms Charlotte Lane enquiring as to what was going to happen to 



 

 

the small parcel of land on ME1.  Ms Lane had responded that her plans are to fence off 

the area and sow with wild flowers. 
 

Joint Action Group (JAG) – A meeting of the JAG had been held, but no APC 

representative was available. However, Cllr Dorman has been sent the minutes of the 

last JAG meeting and he agreed to circulate to Council. It was noted that an October 
meeting was due to be held. 

 

ACTION: Cllr Dorman to distribute the JAG meeting meetings to Councillors and Clerk. 

  

20.083 Tree Survey & Pollarding Work 

 A discussion was held to decide whether to pollard the tree of concern or to remove 

altogether on advice of the Tree Officer. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the tree be removed to a height of 12” and that a replacement 
tree would be purchased to replace it. Cllr Dorman said that this would be value for 

money and that we could budget for the purchase of a replacement tree. 

 

ACTION: The Clerk to contact the contractor asking that he updates the planning 
application immediately. 

 

The Clerk to chase the contractor for the tree survey so that we could budget 

accordingly. 

 
Proposed: Cllr Hadman           Seconded:  Cllr Dorman              Unanimously agreed 

  

20.084 Interpretation Board 

 A discussion took place to decide on the precise location of the Interpretation Board, it 
was agreed that it will be located on the Green, near to the tree stump opposite the 

junction between the adopted BT kiosk and the Council noticeboard. 

 

It was agreed that Cllr Rice and volunteers, along with Cllr Richards would meet to instal 

the board after having hired an earth auger to assist in digging out the holes for the 
posts.  Cllr Rice said that the hire charge would be circa £50 and Council RESOLVED to 

re-imburse her for the hire of the equipment. 

 

Proposed: Cllr Richards           Seconded: Cllr Hadman              Unanimously agreed 

  

20.085 Armed Forces Covenant 

 After discussions, it was agreed that Council wished to support the AFC Scheme. 

 

It was RESOLVED to ask the Clerk to complete the necessary paperwork and submit on 
behalf of Council. 

 

ACTION: The Clerk to complete the paperwork and submit. 

 
Proposed: Cllr Hadman           Seconded:  Cllr Dorman               Unanimously agreed 

  

20.086 Emergency Plan 

 The updated Emergency Plan was circulated just before the meeting so not everyone 

has had the chance to read it. More updates were required but Council RESOLVED that 
once the corrections had been made, they were happy for it to be published on the 

website.  

 

Cllr Rice said that she felt that the flood maps needed to be considered. As this was not 
an agenda item therefore could not be discussed and that this item would be carried 

over to the next meeting. 



 

 

ACTION:  Cllr Rice to update and circulate when finalised. 

 
Proposed: Cllr Rice                 Seconded:  Cllr Dorman               Unanimously agreed 

  

20.087 Legal Matters for Consideration Exclusion of Public and Press (members of the 

Public were excluded whilst this item was discussed)  
 

 It was RESOLVED that pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 

the public and press be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that publicity would 
be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business 

to be discussed. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.35pm 


