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Ashton Parish Meeting 
 

Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on-line via Zoom  

on Tuesday 12th May 2020 at 6.30pm 

 

Welcome 

 

The Chairman Cllr Mark Richards welcomed Councilors and Parishioners to the  

Parish Meeting the first to be held on-line. 

 
In Attendance 

 

Cllr Richards, Cllr Ellis, Cllr Hadman, Cllr Dorman, Cllr New, Cllr Rice and  

the Clerk Mrs Jill Sardeson. 

 

Also in attendance four members of the Parish. 

 

Chairman’s Annual Report 

 

Another busy and productive year for the Parish Council. Highlights included: 

 

• Successfully inducting Jill, our Clerk, who Joined in April 2019. 
 

• Embedding of the committee structure which has enhanced our overall 

governance and oversight position. 

 

• We were successful in applying for two grants, the first for was for £4,650 

which allowed Council to: 

- purchase a cabinet to house the defibrillator in the adopted BT Kiosk and its’ 

associated installation 

- purchase equipment to support community events, storage facilities and an 

interpretation board celebrating Ashton Parish  
- majority of these purchases have been completed. 

 

• The second grant was to fund sporting activities for children within the parish 

over the May Spring Bank Holiday school holiday week. An update on this will 

be covered as part of the Annual Council meeting. 

 

• The community book library was established in the former BT kiosk. 

 

• Council had a successful independent annual audit and received a positive 

report commending the council’s changes in governance arrangements and 
ongoing transparency. 
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• Despite taking on additional spend commitments (for example the grit bin, tree 

maintenance, and a new website to meet the WCAG (Web Content Accessibility 

Guidelines), due to an improved focus on spend and introduction of enhanced 

financial reporting, Council were able to reduce the annual precept for this year 

by £2060. 

 

• The annual carol singing raised £92.75 which was donated to Oundle Volunteer 

Action to support their work, which I’m sure has been put to good use in the 

current climate. 
 

• As touched on earlier, Council also launched a new website to ensure 

compliance with accessibility legislation that comes into effect for the Council 

later this year. 

 

• This coupled with our regular newsletters will hopefully enhance our 

communication offering  

 

• When taking over as Chair in December 2018, I stated that I wanted to 

increase engagement opportunities and am pleased that my engagement 

options paper was adopted and that Council have started to implement these  
 

There were however a few areas that were disappointing: 

 

• We cancelled the parish photography competition, as despite the 2017 

competition being a success, there was only one parishioner entry and that 

unfortunately didn’t meet the criteria. 

 

• Despite having several confirmations of attendance, only one person turned up 

for the last HeartStart training session and the trainer who gave up her time, 

free of charge for the community, left somewhat disappointed. 
 

• The Current restrictions on social gatherings and social distancing has 

prevented the intended VE 75 celebrations from going ahead, albeit many 

parishioners did their own celebrations which was great to see and hear about. 

 

• There were no offers of support for the Parish enhancements day which sought 

to organise a Parish-wide ‘spring clean / tidy-up’ to help clear away rubbish and 

undertake some path widening.  

 

In calling these out, I’m not criticising anyone, but Council are trying to be 
proactive on a number of fronts, and if these initiatives are not supported, then 

we will have to reconsider what is organised going forward. 

 

Finally, I want to end on a positive and thank all Councillors and our Clerk for their 

ongoing commitment to the parish and parishioners. Much of the sterling work 

that they undertake, is unseen, but does add value and benefit the wider parish, 

so thank-you. 
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Jemima Creed Charity Report 

 

Adrian Johnston continues as tenant of the Chapel and cottage. 

 

Maintenance:- All exterior painting was completed and the drive resurfaced with 

gravel. Repairs were made to lead flashing and slates. Grass cutting continued 

throughout the year. 

 

A garden shed belonging to Ashton Parish Council has been placed behind the 

Chapel for storage purposes. 

 
Fifteen grants totalling £7,100 were made to young people for a variety of 

educational projects. 

 

Public Matters  

 

Nothing to note. 

 

With no further matters raised the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and 

declared the meeting closed at 6.50pm 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed......................................... Date …............................................. 
Chairman of the meeting 


