
Historic Ashton Parish… 
...Ashton’s part in the D-Day Preparations 
 

 

 

At Ashton Wold, little known, secret preparations were 
carried out ready for D-Day. 
 

An ambulance unit was stationed in and by the stable block 
and some of the “locals” myself included, were intrigued by 
mysterious manoeuvres on the cricket field. Long, shallow 
trenches had been dug and ambulances were going in and 
out of these, sometimes losing their mud flaps. 
 

 

The unit departed at short 
notice and a few weeks 
later we were informed 
that the vehicles had been 
practising going in and out 
of landing craft ready for 
the Normandy beach 
landings. 

 
Cllr John Hadman 

 

 
# 

Ashton Parish Council  

Ashton Parish Council comprises of six councillors and the Parish Clerk. The 
current members of Ashton Parish Council are as follows: 
 

Cllr Mark Richards - Chairman 
Cllr Stephen Ellis - Vice-Chairman 
Cllr Richard Dorman 

Cllr John Hadman 
Cllr Sarah New 
Cllr Louise Rice 

 

Clerk to the Council: 
Jill Sardeson - apcclerkjillsardeson@ashtonparishcouncil.co.uk 
 

For more information on Ashton Parish Council, please visit the Council website: 
 

www.ashton-village.com/ashton-parish-council 
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Ashton Parish Photography Competition 
 

 

Ashton Parish Council is pleased to confirm the 
launch of the 2019 Ashton Parish Photo 
Competition. 
 

Photographs must be representative of the 
theme ‘Images of Ashton Parish’, but can be of 
any style including landscapes, creative 
images, street photography and architectural 
amongst others. 

 

All photographs must be taken within the boundaries of the parish, and be taken 
(or having been taken) between 1st October 2018 and 30th September 2019. 
 

There are two categories, General Competition (for entrants aged over 16) and 
Junior Competition (for entrants aged 16 or under). The closing date for 
submission of entries is 1st October 2019. 
 

Full competition rules can be found on the Parish council website:  
 

www.ashton-village.com/ashton-parish-council 
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Chairman’s Update 
 

Welcome to this latest edition of Ashton Parish Council’s newsletter.  
 

Since our Spring newsletter, lots has been happening, including the Annual 
Parish meeting and Annual Parish Council meeting, both of which were really 
productive.  
 

During May, there was the installation and commissioning of the community 
defibrillator in the adopted BT kiosk, which now also houses a community 
library (see page 5 for further details on the community library). Council are 
currently looking to organise further training sessions in the use of the 
defibrillator and will publish details once arranged. 
 

As can be seen from the front page of the newsletter, the Ashton Parish 
photography competition returns and after the success of the 2017 
competition, myself and the judging panel look forward to seeing this year’s 
entries. 
 

Further to the recent award of funding from the National Lottery Community 
Fund, we are looking for volunteers to help with the design of the proposed 
interpretation board. If anyone is interested in supporting, please let us know.  
 

Unfortunately, there has been an increase in reported crime within the parish 
and some useful information on crime reduction / prevention is included on 
pages 4 and 5.  
 

In the last newsletter I made reference to the significant changes across the 
wider Northamptonshire County, as we move towards the creation of the 
North Northamptonshire Council, which will be a unitary authority. This has 
now been delayed until April 2021 and further information on this is featured 
on page 7 of this newsletter. 
 

The proposed works on Oundle North Bridge are now expected to commence 
in August, once the detailed design and specifications are completed. We will 
of course continue to keep abreast of developments and keep parishioners 
informed. 
 

I hope that you find this latest newsletter of interest, and should you have any 
queries or clarifications, please feel free to contact myself or Jill (Clerk to the 
Council).  
 

Enjoy your read! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Cllr Mark Richards 
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Northamptonshire Local Government 
Re-organisation 

 

 

On 14 May 2019 the Secretary of State for 
Housing, Communities and Local Government, 
The Rt Hon James Brokenshire MP, announced 
that two new unitary councils will be created 
in Northamptonshire.   
 

One will cover the districts of Corby, East 
Northamptonshire, Kettering and 
Wellingborough and be called "North 
Northamptonshire Council", and the other will 

cover the districts of Daventry, Northampton and South Northamptonshire, 
and be called "West Northamptonshire Council". 
 

Services currently provided by the county council and the district and borough 
councils will be brought together under each of the two new unitary councils.  
 

Furthermore, the Government also announced Children's Services will become 
a standalone Trust which will deliver services for these two new unitary 
councils across the county. 
 

Vesting Day for the new unitary councils was originally planned for 1st April 
2020, but it will now be 1st April 2021.  While it sounds like a long way off, 
there is a lot to be achieved in that time, although the slightly longer timescale 
may provide opportunity for greater transformation of services before the 
unitary councils come into being.  
  

All parish and town councils in Northamptonshire will hold elections on 7 May 
2020. On the same day there will be elections to the shadow councils, the 
precursors of the unitary councils, and those elected in 2020 will form the 
Shadow Authority for its final year of planning, and will then move over to run 
the new unitary council from the 1st April 2021. 
 

It is not yet known what term of office parish and town councillors elected in 
2020 will have.  It could be three, four or even five years.  The answer will be 
confirmed in a Structural Change Order (SCO), which is the instrument that 
gives legal effect to the creation of the unitary councils.  The SCO is expected 
to be laid in parliament in the autumn. 
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North Bridge Update 
 

The latest update relating to repairs to Oundle North Bridge is that the 
necessary works are now expected to start on the 5th of August. This is, 
however, dependent upon the completion of various stages / elements of the 
project. 
 

The designers have completed the feasibility study / preliminary design and 
the ‘Approval in Principle’. Detailed design and specifications for the works are 
currently being developed and once completed, the detailed programme for 
the strengthening works will be available. The duration of the works will 
depend upon the available resources / teams available to carry out the works. 
  

Once the strengthening and repair work has been carried out, the road over 
the bridge will be resurfaced and the necessary traffic signs will be replaced 
and / or removed as required. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Northamptonshire County Council has recently replaced Street Doctor with 
FixMyStreet as the system for reporting of issues relating to highways. 
 

FixMyStreet is simpler to use and is mobile responsive, allowing photos to be 
attached to reports, making it clearer where highways defects are located 
(users are able to easily map where the issue is) and to also view assets such 
as signs, trees and adopted highways so it is easy to identify exactly which one 
is in need of attention.  
 

The improvements also help Northamptonshire Highways as it saves 
operatives time when they inspect defects and carry out repairs. 
 

The website address is: www.fixmystreet.com 
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Community First Responder 
 

 

 
 

 

Further to the installation and commissioning of the 
defibrillator in the former BT kiosk, Ashton village is 
also fortunate enough to have a Community First 
Responder in Ellen Wilson.  

 
 

Community first responders are in schemes founded and run by volunteers 
who give up their spare time to attend appropriate emergency calls in their 
own community. They are dispatched by the EMAS Emergency Operations 
Centre.  
 

EMAS always provides the fastest possible response to emergency calls using 
its conventional resources such as ambulances and fast response cars. 
However, for patients experiencing cardiac arrest, every second counts. For 
every minute that passes without defibrillation a person’s chances of survival 
can decrease by up to 10%.   
 

In the more rural, and hard to reach areas of the East Midlands, community 
first responders have a much better chance of providing the immediate help 
needed prior to the arrival of an EMAS crew.   
 

As in any emergency, call 999 first and if required, use the community 
defibrillator.  
 

Once the emergency services have been contacted, if required, Ellen can be 
reached on 07969 083913 to provide help and support prior to the arrival of 
emergency services. Thank-you Ellen. 
 

Keeping in Contact… 
 

Further to the introduction of the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 
last May, Council are now required to have parishioners’ express permission 
before sending any general communications by e-mail. 
 

Council will continue to publish relevant information via the website and 
newsletter but if you wish to be included in our e-mail distribution group, 
please visit the following link: http://www.ashton-village.com/contact-privacy-
statement and complete the form and return to the Clerk to the Council. 
 
If you are unable to access via the internet, please let any member of the 
Council know and we will gladly provide you with a copy to complete. 
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Home Security Checklist 
 

Further to a recent increase in reports of crime both within the 
parish and surrounding villages, the following guidance is provided 
by Secured by Design - the UK Police Security Initiative that  

focuses on crime prevention of homes and commercial premises. 
 

Whilst not all recommendations will be applicable / available to every property, 
within the parish, the following is intended to help provide a source of useful 
information and to help aid parishioner vigilance.  
 

Burglars are opportunistic, they look for easy ways to get in to a home that won’t 

take long or arouse suspicion. The following are ways to help you improve the 
security in and around your home, many of which will not cost anything. 
 

Doors, windows and locks 
• When replacing a door buy a new “door set”, the complete assembled frame 

and door, certified to PAS 24 ‘Doors of Enhanced Security’.   

• Make sure doors are solid enough and can’t be easily kicked-in. 

• Install windows which are certified to British Standard BS7950 “Windows of 
Enhanced Security” or PAS 24.  

• Glass panels on or around doors and in ground floor or accessible windows are 
vulnerable; replace them with laminated glass as it holds together when 
shattered. 

• Mortise locks fit into a slot cut into the edge of the door and usually can only 
be opened with a key. These should be upgraded to 5-lever locks tested to BS 
3621. Rim locks are screwed to the face of the door and latch automatically 
when you close the door, unless held open with the snib. These should be 
tested to BS 3621.   

• Multi-point locking involves several hooks or bolts holding the door into the 
frame. The lock cylinders should be tested to BS EN 1303 Grade 3.  

• If you are replacing your lock cylinder make sure it is to standard TS007 or 
Sold Secure SS312 Diamond Standard.   

• When installing patio doors ask for the sliding section to be on the inside and 
for anti-lift blocks. Existing patio doors can be fitted with additional security 
bolts to stop lifting or forced entry. 
 

Inside your home 
• Visibly and permanently marking your belongings helps you and the police 

identify them if they are stolen. It can also make it difficult for the thief to 
dispose of the property. 
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Around the front and back of your home  
• Prevent easy access to the back and sides of your home by installing locked 

gates, 2 metre minimum fencing or walls. Trellis topping also makes climbing 
difficult.   

• Security lighting can be used to make offenders feel vulnerable and observed. 

• Illuminate high risk areas and make sure it’s easy for you to see people 
approaching.   

• Fit padlocks and hardware to shed and garage doors. 

• Securely lock all doors and shut all windows before leaving the house. It’s easy to 
forget when you’re in hurry, but it’s the simplest way for a burglar to enter your 
home.  

• Never leave keys anywhere near the front door, including your letterbox; 
burglars know where to look. 

• Make sure that passers-by can see the front of your home so that a burglar can’t 
work without being seen.   

• Remove and secure items that may be used to break in or climb up such as 
ladders and garden tools. 
 
 

 

 
 

For further information and details on crime prevention relating to vehicles, please 
visit www.securedbydesign.com. You may also wish to subscribe to crime alerts / 
notification sites i.e. www.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk .  
 

 

Ashton Parish Community Library 
 

The Ashton Parish Community Library is now up and running in the former BT 
kiosk and I have the honour of being your Librarian until someone else volunteers. 
I am a publisher, so know a bit about books. Thanks for donations already 
received; there's some stickers to put on your books and ideally add your initials 
when you donate and again when you borrow. Not required, but nice to share.  
 

Some notes re books: please make sure the book is in reasonable condition. If 
your paperback had tea/coffee spilled all over it, it's probably best to put it in the 
recycling. Similarly, if your reference / textbooks are more than 5 years old (at the 
outside) they're probably best for recycling too. I recognised donated Oxford 
Reference titles with covers from the 1990s (I rebranded them in 2001). (You can 
access lots of reference titles online if you're a member of Oundle Library). 
 

So please check your bookshelves, donate and borrow so we can have lots of 
choice. Space is limited however and we need to make sure we don't block the 
defibrillator, so I will do an occasional check and recycle/donate to Oxfam if books 
are sitting on the shelf unborrowed for a long time.                              
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