
Policing Matters 
 

Information for local Policing arrangements can be found by 

visiting  www.northants.police.uk, by calling 101, or emailing your local Safer Community 

Team at SCT-EastNorthantsNorth@northants.police.uk.  
 

The usual 'time of the year' Crime Prevention tips should be noted:- 
 

• Personal safety - take care at all times and remain vigilant and consider your 

neighbours 

• House security - lock and double check, and keep presents and valuables out of 

sight 

• Vehicle security – lock at every opportunity, keep everything out of site and take 

the keys to bed with you! 
 

Then................................. enjoy A Happy Christmas!              
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Annual Parish Meeting 
 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held in May 2019 to which 

all Parishioners are invited This is the occasion when your 

questions are freely taken and answered, if possible, but 

please do not hesitate to contact our Clerk at any time.  

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 

Agendas for all council meetings are published on the noticeboards and on the 

Council website: www.ashton-village.com/ashton-parish-council 
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    Merry Christmas 

����    & ����    

A Happy New Year! 
 

 

����    Christmas Carol Singing ����    
 

����    Saturday 15th December  ����    

    

Yet another happy event despite the rainy conditions where a small group of 

enthusiastic Carollers including 2 members of the Oundle G & S Group 

gathered, sadly not around the Christmas Tree but were invited to sing in pub! 

 
����    ����    ����    ����    ����    ����    ����    ����    ����    ����    ����    ����                        

    

All enjoyed the seasonal tasty mince pies and mulled wine supplied by the 

Chequered Skipper and THANK YOU to them for doing this AGAIN! 

 

The Bucket Collection raised £115.00 which is to go towards the Defibrillator 

Fund. 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed. 
 
 
 

 

 



Ashton Parish News 
 

Car Parking is an ongoing challenge within Ashton village. During the winter months in 

particular, please respect the verges and grassed areas to protect them. and ensure we 

retain the delightful village image both to live in and attract visitors to share in the 

special place that Ashton is. 
 

Northamptonshire County Council Fire Service Recruitment 

Recruits are urgently required for the Northamptonshire County Fire Service.  Minimal 

requirements are to be over 18 years of age, to live or work within a short response time 

area and to pass a brief test.  Persons who can offer either daytime or night time cover 

will be considered.  If you are interested contact your local Fire Station Officer or any 

member of the Fire Crew for further information 
 

The Creed Chapel Trust The charity was set up in the early eighteenth century to 

benefit the young people of Ashton.  The Trustees are 

responsible for the Chapel (now a studio) and its grounds.  

The Chapel no longer has a religious function and funds 

arising from rents are devoted to maintaining the property 

and supporting children and young people, up to the age of 

twenty-five, engaged in educational pursuits. 
 

Anyone in the parish may apply for funding for school trips, music lessons, equipment 

and sporting activities. Enquiries and applications can be made by contacting Councillor 

John Hadman, 22 New Road Oundle. 
 

Community Plan 

The meeting last autumn to commence the process of developing a Community Plan 

included a brainstorming exercise to collate ideas for inclusion in the plan.  The 

development of these ideas is now expected to be taken forward in the new year.    

Information on the date, time and location of meetings in this regard will be circulated 

when available. 
 

Scouts at Ashton During the late 1940s and 50s Ashton had a thriving Scout troop 

which had its headquarters in a large room of the stable block at 

Ashton Wold.  Initiated by Ken Johnson, head gardener, the troop 

attracted boys not only from Ashton but also from Oundle and 

surrounding villages.  Other Scout Masters included Mr. 

Christopher, Mrs. Lane’s chauffeur.  Most of the activities took 

place in the woods at the Wold and the lake towards Polebrook 

and most summer week-ends were spent camping.   
 

Often, the 1st. Ashton Troop joined Oundle School camping in 

various parts of the country 
 

                               There are at least two surviving Ashton Scouts! 

Local Horse Racing 

Councillor Hadman has had correspondence with a William Morgan who is writing a book 

on horse race courses and was able to identify for him the exact position of the Herne, 

Oundle which was the local venue. Reference was also made to the Ashton Races “The 

Sporting Times reported on the last meeting held on 8th. February 1867.  "The gathering 

was held at Ashton over nearly the same course as last year.  Its circuit was exactly one 

mile and a half, with ten obstacles of an ordinary character in each round.  The course, 

situated on the property of Baron Rothschild was both deep and heavy, particularly over 

the plough, of which there were two pieces, the remainder being grass land.” 
 

There were plenty of runners in the four races and some close results.  Curiously, Mr. J. 

Laxton was second in all of them, for four different owners".  J. Laxton is also mentioned 

in "Oundle Reminiscences" by Arthur Howitt 1954. 
 

North Bridge Oundle – half of which is in Ashton Parish 

During the last 6 months there has been much to read in the press and view 

on the local news about the condition of the A427 North Bridge into Oundle 

and the repair work required to make it stable and for the future. 
 

The financial crisis at Northamptonshire County Council has had a major impact on the 

situation but funding has now been secured to enable the required work to go ahead. 
 

Due to the condition of the bridge a weight restriction will be implemented shortly and 

remain in place for the duration of the repair works which have an expected completion 

date of December 2019. 
 

Heavier vehicles accessing Oundle from the A605 will be diverted over the South Bridge 

at the Barnwell junction and there will be some re-routing of traffic in the town itself 

as a consequence.   The adherence of vehicles to signposted diversions will be monitored.  
 

“North Bridge Blues” 

No, not the present condition of the bridge which Ashton shares with Oundle. 

When the bridge was rebuilt and widened in 1912 gangs of local labours were employed.  

Among these was a group of men from neighbouring Polebrook.  Apparently, the work 

was completed on (or before) time and the men were awarded a bonus.  Barry Hilliam and 

his friends immediately went out bought themselves “blue serge suits”. 
 

Make a difference to your local schools by becoming a School Governor 

A campaign has been launched by the East Midlands Academy Trust to recruit new 

governors who want to support their local school. Governors play a vital role by acting as 

ambassadors for their school, while challenging and supporting the headteacher and 

wider team.  In return, governors gain skills that can be transferred to the workplace 

and have a chance to give back to their community. 
 

There are a number of vacancies at the trust’s schools across Northamptonshire. To 

find out more about becoming a school governor, visit the website 

www.eastmidlandsacademytrust.co.uk to download an information pack. 


