
Ashton Cricket Club 

 

My memories of the Ashton Cricket Ground go back to the mid 1940s.  During the war we used to 

play on the field and in 1945 part of it was used for military ambulances to practise driving into and 

out of landing craft.  A shallow pit was dug near the south hedge and it was a mystery to us what 

the vehicles were doing.  I’m not sure that the drivers knew either.  Several ambulances lost their 

mud flaps by driving over them. 

 

I first played for Ashton in 1946 and played for a season or two and took part in the first Head 

Cup Competition, partnering Ben Underwood in quite a reasonable stand. 

 

I do remember being told that Hobbs and Sutcliffe played on the ground and I believe there was a 

score book to verify this.  I am not sure that W.G.Grace ever played there, but his brother certainly 

taught at Oundle School and he played on that ground. 

 

Some of the players in the 40’s that I remember were:- Ben Underwood and his son John, who was 

my age.  George Cap(r)on, Billy and Fred Wells, Ron and Jack Marsh, Jack Gilbert, Ted and Roy 

Langley, Cecil Fletton and one of the Simpsons from Warmington. 

 

The tennis court on the other side of the Pavilion was in a reasonable state but I do not remember 

anyone using it.  The Pavilion was used for various village social occasions, particularly during the 

war.  I also recall sports days which were great fun and one of my earliest memories was being given 

sixpence by Perce Clarke for running, and that was in 1936 !!!! 

 

Aahh, such memories!!                                                                             Councillor John Hadman 

 

Sadly, the Parish Council notice board has suffered damage.  We are most grateful to Dennis 

Watson for constructing and fitting sturdy doors and for restoring the boards.  It involved many 

hours work and we are fortunate to have such a willing volunteer. Thank you again Dennis. 
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Newsletter - Summer  2018 
 

Hello Summer! it is hoped you are all enjoying the lovely sunshine and making the 

most of the warm, long days. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Stay safe, use the suncream and respect the water wherever you and your family 

go 
 

The Village Green 
 

Due to the condition of the seats and benches on the Green and in the interest of 

public safety these items have been removed.  Ashton Parish Council have assumed 

responsibility for the items and have taken this decision. 
 

The contractors have back filled with top soil and seeded the areas and with a shower 

or two it is hoped the new grass will emerge although one of the work team did 

comment “If the waste beer from The Chequered Skipper is shared across the areas 

the new grass will come up half cut”  We wait to see!! 
 

GDPR - Staying in touch 
 

You may have heard lots recently about the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 

which aims to give individuals enhanced rights relating to what information is held about 

them and how it is used.  Prior to the GDPR coming into force on the 25th May, the Clerk 

wrote to all parishioners that Council have details for advising that in order to continue 

to receive information from the council via e-mail explicit content would need to be 

provided. 
 

Attached to this newsletter is the consent form.  If you have not already completed one 

and wish to be added to the council's email communication list, please complete and 

return to the council via one of the following ways: 
 

• Scan the completed Consent Form and email to clerk2ashtonpc@btinternet.com  

• Hand to any Ashton Parish Councillor who will pass onto the Clerk or 

• By post to The Clerk of Ashton Parish Council, 254 Broadway, Yaxley PE7 3NR 

For further details, the APC Contact Privacy Statement can be found on the council 

web pages 

http://www.ashton-village.com/ashton-parish-council
mailto:clerk2ashtonpc@btinternet.com


Heartstart Training 
 

A second Heartstart training session was held during April in the Green Room of the 

Chequered Skipper.  
 

Heartstart is a British Heart Foundation training initiative to teach emergency life-

saving skills. The two-hour training course covers the following learning objectives:  
 

• recognise a heart attack and a cardiac 

arrest 

• perform CPR 

• help an unconscious person  

• help someone choking 

• respond to serious bleeding 
 

 
 

As part of the funding provided by the British Heart Foundation to help purchase the 

defibrillator, Ashton Parish Council has given a commitment to provide training sessions 

to parishioners and these are held approximately once every quarter but this is 

dependent on the availability / work schedule of a trainer. 
 

Two further training sessions, for mid-September and early December, are currently 

being organised and once confirmed, details will be circulated by the Clerk and on the 

Council web site. 
 

Special thanks go to Lindsay Boyle, a Paramedic, for running these sessions, free of 

charge and in her own time. 
 

Oundle North Bridge – UPDATE 
 

Tom Pursglove MP has been galvanised into action regarding the North Bridge and 

offered his support to the local area.  He visited the North Bridge and met with 

Councillors from Ashton Parish and Oundle Town Councils in July to discuss the urgency 

of the works to be undertaken to repair the bridge.  The outcome of the meeting was 

that Tom will have discussions with the Deputy Leader of Northampton County Council 

in order to bring the matter to their attention again.  He will be speaking to the 

Secretary of State for Transport to highlight the issues and will be writing to NCC to 

encourage them to meet with the relevant local Parish and Town Councils in order to gain 

their views and those of the local people and therefore seek a suitable resolution to the 

issues and ensuring that there is a speedy outcome, rather than a prolonged weight 

restriction without action to repair.  You can express your views on the situation to NCC 

direct; they will be consulting with the public before putting restrictions in place. Tom 

will also present Oundle Town Council's petition to Parliament.  We will keep you updated 

on progress as much as possible on our Website and noticeboards.  Please have your say 

and contact NCC in order to register your view. 
 

The Ashton Society 
 

The Ashton Society are very pro Ashton and to see what their interests are and what 

they are involved in please visit their web site at www.ashtonsociety.org and become a 

member for only £2.50!  They are currently researching Interpretation Boards for 

siting around the area with local information and items of interest to show to all the 

delights of Ashton. 
 

Activity in Ashton – long, long ago! - Ashton's Sporting Past 
 

All things change.  Some changes take place quickly; others fade and are almost 

forgotten.  Among the latter are times when the village seemed more active in the 

athletic sense. 
 

The Green has always been the scene of fun and games for the younger generation.  One 

childhood pastime grew into an international event: The World Conker Championships! 
 

During the hot summers of the 1970s, archaeologists from the nearby Roman excavation 

played boules on the Green every lunch time.  In the past, adult pursuits could be found 

elsewhere in the parish. 
 

From the Green to the pub is a small step and here in the not too distant past there 

were traditional sports, each with its own village team but as in many parts of the county, 

darts, dominoes and Northamptonshire skittles have become all but extinct. 
 

In the twentieth century there were two tennis courts, one in the walled garden at 

Chapel Farm and one behind the pavilion at Ashton Wold.  The Pavilion was home, until 

recently, to Ashton Cricket Club and in the early days, boasted several internationally 

famous guests, among them Hobbs and Sutcliffe and the son of W.G.Grace.  In the 

1970s, one of the barns at Chapel Farm was converted to a squash court 
 

An unlikely sport for this area was polo.  In the mid. 20th. century, Ginger Baker, drummer 

and founder of Cream, when resident at Ashton Wold, introduced the sport which was 

played on one of the (now) wild flower meadows. 
 

Oundle School has a rifle range in the parish but generally, the use of fire arms has been 

limited to reducing the number of pheasants, partridges and deer. This no longer takes 

place and even clay pigeon shoots are a thing of the past. Two joggers have been seen in 

recent days - as the village stood still! 

http://www.ashtonsociety.org/

