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The Annual Parish Meeting will be held in May 2018 to which all Parishioners 

are invited.  This is the occasion when your questions are freely taken and 

answered, if possible, but please do not hesitate to contact our Clerk at any 

time.             

                      

Everyone is welcome 
 

Agendas for all council meetings are published on the noticeboards and on the website Parishioners are 

welcome to attend Council meetings but may only speak during the Public Participation slot, with time 

allowed of two minutes per speaker, on items relating to the agenda.  Notification of a request to speak 

should be made to the Clerk 48hrs prior to the meeting. 
 

Policing in the Community 
Your local police officers have changed but may be contacted by visiting www.northants.police.uk or 

calling 101, or email your local Safer Community Team at 

SCT-EastNorthantsNorth@northants.police.uk. 
 

Residents are reminded to secure your houses always lock your vehicle and please remain vigilant and 

report anything suspicious to the police. 
 

Crime prevention tips for winter - With the dark winter nights upon us and Christmas just around the 

corner, it’s a good time to take a fresh look at your home security.  Here are some useful crime 

prevention tips to help you protect you and your property, both at home and when out and about: 

 

At home 

• Keep front and back doors locked at all times; keep keys and valuables out of sight, and reach, 

from cat flaps, letterboxes, and downstairs doors and windows. 

• If you’re out in the evening make sure you leave a light on and draw the curtains.  If it’s dark 

before you get home, use timer switches to turn on the lights. 
• Light up your front door with dusk to dawn lighting – make sure it's visible from the street. 

• Keep Christmas presents out of sight of passers-by. 

• When recycling, fold up any cardboard boxes that might advertise your Christmas gifts to 

thieves. 

 

When out and about 

• When out in your car, look out for Park Mark car parks and make sure you remove all items from 

your vehicle when you leave it – including the sat nav cradle and suction pads. 

• When out shopping, keep your bag firmly closed and on your person at all times; carry wallets in 

inside pockets of jackets or coats, not in back pockets of trousers. 

• Don’t be tempted to return to your car and drop off your shopping bags – keep them 
with you or take them home then ................... enjoy A Happy Christmas! 
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Merry Christmas 
 

& 
 

A Happy New Year 
 

Yes it will soon be here!!!! 

 

 

 and a date for your diary 

 

Christmas Carol Singing 
 

Saturday 16th December at 6.00pm 
 

around the Christmas tree on the village green 

 

Seasonal refreshments will be provided and a bucket collection will 
be taken for The British Heart Foundation who will be supplying the 

Defibrillator Unit 

 

Everyone is welcome to come and join in but 

please wrap up warm and bring a torch. 



Ashton Parish Day 
 

Congratulations to ALL involved and THANK YOU to the volunteers! 
 

What a great event this was in September which raised a magnificent sum of over £928.40 to go 

towards the fund to purchase a Defibrillator Unit for the Village.  An application for a grant towards 

the purchase of a Defibrillator Unit was made to the British Heart Foundation and Council are very 

happy to say this has been successful which has allowed a cheque to be sent off to purchase the unit.  

 

The photographic competition was popular and the Category Winners received a canvas print of their 

entry.  Well done to everyone who submitted an entry. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Adult Category Winner 

'Ashton Landscape' by 

Katheryn Machen 

Junior Category Winner 

'Sunset Walk from Ashton to Oundle' by 
Finn Clayton-Bailey 

 

Yummy cakes! Morris Dancing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dry stone walling 

 

 

 

and an Apprentice Farrier! 

 

All contributing to a Special Ashton Day with a strong purpose to raise 

funds for a Defibrillator Unit.       Thanks again to Everyone 

Car Parking remains a major issue and continues to mar the village.  Now the winter weather is here, 

our grass verges in the Parish and village are easily churned up.  So please help to avoid this whenever 

possible by taking care when parking and this will help to retain a delightful village to live in and which 

will attract visitors to share in the special place that Ashton is. 
 

The Parking Working Group is looking at where there may be possible areas for use to help alleviate this 

issue. The time-lines have been revised to allow for a meeting to talk through the initial Parking Working 

Group Report as part of the public consultation phase during January with this report being finalised 

early February including recommended options for consideration during the February 2018 Ashton 

Parish Council meeting. 

It is hoped to arrange a Street Cleaning day in the Parish which will be advised to Parishioners when 

notification is received.  It will be necessary at that time for all vehicles to be removed from the 

highway to complete a clean sweep. 

 

Speeding - Speeding through the village and Parish appears to be a growing problem. Please be aware 

of vehicles at all times and take care of personal safety. 
 

Remember 

• the road through the village is a 20mph limit. 

• the road between Polebrook and past the Mill to the roundabout – where there is the 30mph 

advisory limit.  Special care should be taken when walking along this road. 

• the A605 through Elmington has a 40mph limit, and in the roundabout as well 

• the bridge into and out of Oundle has a 30mph limit.  
 

Discussions continue on this subject to try and gain measures to control speeding issues but all 

statistics available do not support implementation of controls as Ashton Parish does not meet the 

criteria for action!  Councillors will continue to push for action against speeding before a fatal accident 

occurs and life is lost but with all the financial cut backs being announced by the relevant authorities 

it is becoming a challenge to get any action. 

 

Speed Watch, with hand held speed guns, are around in the locality of the Parish so BEWARE these 

WILL be used randomly, by trained volunteers but more are required. 

Anyone out there with time to spare, training is given, who would like to help?   

Please contact our Clerk Mrs Diana Watson with your details. 

Bulb Planting 

Council has decided not to plant any bulbs this winter but to undertake a survey of the flowers in the 

Spring which will identify future areas for more planting. 

 

Footpaths The footpath from the Mill to the Roundabout remains a problem despite continuing efforts 

by Council over several years.  It is ongoing and Council will continue to push for urgent remedial action 

to ensure the safety of all the pedestrians.  You may have noticed that the   repainting of the white 

lines gained a “wonky section” which encompassed the footpath!   This is scheduled for rectification 

asap. 
 

The Creed Chapel Trust 

The charity was set up in the early eighteenth century to benefit the young people of Ashton.  The 

Trustees have charge of the Chapel (now a studio) and its grounds.  The Chapel no longer has a religious 

function and funds arising from rents are devoted to maintaining the property and supporting children 

and young people, from five years up to the age of twenty-five, engaged 

in educational pursuits. 

 

Anyone in the parish may apply for funding for school trips, music 

lessons, equipment and sporting activities as long as the criteria is met. 

Applications and enquiries can be made to the Chairman of the Parish 
Council. 

 

Parish Community Plan 

The Parish Community Plan Group held an open forum when 164 post it notes with suggestions were 

added to the maps and 6 areas identified for future discussion.  This is all being considered and a 

meeting is to be arranged early in 2018. 


