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In September 2016 Councillor Jonty Shingles sadly lost his battle 

with Cancer.  Having lived in the village for many years in various 

properties Jonty was a larger than life character, a time served 

Councillor and a very familiar figure sitting at the end of the bar 

in The Chequered Skipper enjoying his pint or two!  He was 

passionate about village life and all who lived in the Parish and he 

will be greatly missed. 

 

This sad event created a vacancy on Ashton Parish Council which was advertised, as legally 

required, and an election was called for.  The election is scheduled for Thursday 15th 

December 2016 with the polling station in The Chequered Skipper which will be open from 

7am until 10pm, then the count will follow. 

Three candidates have put themselves forward for election. 
 

Stephen Ellis from Laxton Drive, 

Ellen Wilson from The Manor House and 

Jason Longhurst from Fir Tree Cottage 
 

This being a stand alone election Ashton Parish Council will be responsible for all costs 

incurred which currently are estimated at £1,500 so please let there be a good turn out on 

the day, place your vote, and we shall welcome the successful candidate onto the Parish 

Council. 

 

The 40mph speed limit increase that was proposed for Station Road Bridge was, with all your 

support, successfully opposed and finally rejected by the Speed Review Panel and Parish 

Councillors thank all those that contributed. 

 

Parking remains a major issue within Ashton Village and despite efforts by the Parish Council  

liaising with the Northamptonshire County Council Highways Department no answer has yet 

been found.  To try and get a result on solving the problem a Working Group is being formed, 

led by Councillor Mark Richards and others, and a report will be issued in due course. 

 

Council would like to remind people that there is in place, through the Village, a speed limit 

of 20mph and it would be appreciated if this could be respected at all times. 

It would be helpful if delivery drivers could also be reminded of this. 

 



Bulb Planting 

Another successful bulb planting morning was held in October and this year's supply of 

Narcissii have been planted in the Village, around the Parish and again in Laxton Drive.  The 

Manor House family planted a large bag of bulbs on the bank outside their property, and  

Snowdrops have been planted outside Elmington Farm on the A605. 

 

Ashton Parish Council thank everyone who gave their time and effort and 

all that is left now is for us is to wait for the Spring and enjoy the 

beautiful displays. 

 

 

Conservation Area Appraisal Review 

Having consulted on the proposals the EN Council has already exceeded consultation 

requirements laid out through legislation and the next step in proceedings will be to report 

back the findings to Planning Policy Committee and seek adoption of the Conservation Area 

Designation and Appraisal.  The Conservation Officers have advised that due to the Parish 

Council Election being called for it was not permissible to take the Documents to the Planning 

Policy Committee November meeting as planned and a new date is to be arranged early in 

2017. 

Following the re-arranged meeting the aim would then be to work closely with the Parish 

Council and stakeholders to produce a delivery strategy, through the Design 

Guidance/Management Plan. 

 

 

  The owners of the triangular Green have recently installed oak posts    

  around the edges to prevent further damage and erosion.   

  The posts compliment those around the Village Green and are an  

  enhancement to the area.      Well done Lawrence & Emma! 

 

 

Footpaths 

There are a number of footpaths within Ashton Parish and two of them have recently been 

the subject of discussions. 

 

ME3 is the footpath that goes from the Station Road Bridge, past The Oundle School 

Boathouse, and continues along  the river bank towards Glapthorn.  Recently, Oundle School 

has made improvements in the Boathouse area which unfortunately obstructed the footpath 

and made it difficult for walkers to determine the route.  Once highlighted the matter has 

been rapidly amended and the correct route has been restored. 

 

ME7 is the footpath that also goes from Station Road Bridge and along the back of the 

Laxton Drive estate  towards Tansor and is sometimes referred to as The Quicks path.  This 

footpath over the years has often been unusable due to lack of maintenance by the 

Northamptonshire County Council Right of Way team but a phone call or two would 

often get results. 



It has now been highlighted, by an interested group of people, the Quicks Footpath Group, 

as a possible route to change to a cycleway with a link to the ongoing Greenway Project by 

ENC.  This is being proposed as a safer cycling route thus avoiding travelling alongside the 

very busy A605.  Discussions are in very early stages and all Parish Councils and stakeholders 

are being consulted individually and views gathered together to enable a report to be 

written. 

 

Once the report is finalised then it will be distributed and publicised for consultation.  This  

will be a very long term project in that it has a big financial cost to it which will require 

funding.  The Quicks Footpath Group are very passionate to see this project move forward 

as soon as possible but realise it is going to be a lot of hard work. 

 

Ashton Parish Council will keep you updated as and when information becomes available. 

 

The Jemima Creed Charity Trust 

The Trustees are pleased to report that we have been able to give financial assistance to 

several young people in the parish to assist them in a number of educational projects.  Below 

is the response from Jake Williams who is at Loughborough University.  He travelled to Peru 

and raised funds for another charity. Anyone in the parish may apply for funding for school 

trips, music lessons, equipment and sporting activities as long as they meet the criteria.  

Applications and enquiries can be made to the Chairman of the Parish Council. 

 

The grass has been cut in the chapel yard for the last time this year and will not be touched 

again until all of the spring bulbs have died down. 

 

Like many walls in the village ours needs constant attention and     

several metres at the north end have collapsed but are now being 

rebuilt. 

 

From a grateful recipient of a donation 

 

Dear John Hadman 

I'd like to express my sincere thanks to the trustees for their donation towards my trip to 

Peru. It was a wonderful experience.  As requested, I have written a few lines for the 

Ashton Parish Newsletter: 

 

"Together with 40 fellow students from Loughborough University, I recently walked the 

Inca Trail in Peru, finishing at the amazing archaeological site Machu Picchu.  Between us we 

had undertaken fundraising activities that had brought in over £120,000 for the Epilepsy 

Society, and this trip was our final goal.  The trek spanned 5 days covering altitudes up to 

4650m, camping along the way.  The Jemima Creed Charity very kindly helped in funding the 

gear I needed for the trek, and I was particularly grateful for the thermals at night time!" 

 

Kind regards 

 

Jake Williams 



Parish Council Members 
Councillor John Hadman  Chairman 

Councillor Mark Richards  Vice-Chairman 

Councillor Ian Campbell, Councillor John Cooper,  Councillor Mrs Sarah New 

 

Clerk to Ashton Parish Council  Mrs Diana Watson  

254 Broadway 

Yaxley,  Peterborough   PE7 3NR 

01733 244 752 or mob 07802 315 451 or email   diana.watson_1@btinternet.com 

 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held in May 2017 to which all Parishioners are invited.  

This is the occasion when your questions are freely taken and answered, if possible, but 

please do not hesitate to contact our Clerk at any time. 
 

Agendas for all council meetings are published on the website, in the noticeboards and 

circulated by email.  Parishioners are welcome to attend but are only permitted to speak 

briefly at the start of the meeting as long as the Clerk has been notified three days prior 

to the meeting. 
 

Policing in the Community 

Your local police officers may be contacted by visiting www.northants.police.uk, calling 101, 

or email your local Safer Community Team at SCT-EastNorthantsNorth@northants.police.uk. 

Annual helpful advise especially at Christmas 

At home 

Keep front and back doors locked at all times; keep keys and valuables out 

of sight, and reach, from cat flaps, letterboxes, and downstairs doors and 

windows. 

Leave a light on and draw the curtains if you go out during the evening.  If it’s dark before 

you get home, use timer switches to turn on the lights. 

Keep Christmas presents out of sight of passers-by and when recycling, fold up any 

cardboard boxes that might advertise your Christmas gifts to thieves. 

Out and about 

When out in your car, look out for Park Mark car parks and make sure you remove all items 

from your vehicle when you leave it – including the sat nav cradle and suction pads and clean 

the screen where they have been. 

When out shopping, keep your bag firmly closed and on your person at all times; carry wallets 

in inside pockets of jackets or coats, not in back pockets of trousers. 

 

Don’t be tempted to return to your car and drop off your shopping bags – keep them with 

you or take them home, you never know who is watching!  then ...... enjoy A Happy Christmas! 

 

And lastly    Saturday 17th December @ 6.00pm 
Carol Singing around the Christmas Tree on The Village Green 

Everyone is Welcome! 

but please wrap up warm and a torch could be useful 

Ashton Parish Council wishes You All A Happy Christmas! 


