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Hot Topics! 

 

Station Road bridge - 30mph up to 40mph? ….......NO! 
 

That was your overwhelming response to this proposal but it is only a proposition that is 

to be put to the Speed Review Panel of Northamptonshire County Council.  The reason 
behind this proposal is that it is becoming more and more difficult to enforce the 30mph 

limit and it is felt that by increasing the limit it would ease the situation.  Many, many 
objections and an on-line petition have been forwarded to Northamptonshire County 
Council. 

 
A joint letter from Ashton Parish Council and Oundle Town Council has been signed by 
Councillor Hadman, Chairman of Ashton Parish Council  and Councillor Chesser, Mayor of 

Oundle strongly objecting to this proposal.  Our District Councillor and County Councillor 
have also made strong objections, as have local landowners and residents. 

 
If the Review Panel accept the proposal it will go out for Public Consultation and will be 
notified to Town and Parish Councils and advertised in the Nene Valley News.  So all we 
can do at the present time is to wait. 

 

Grass verges and pot holes 
 
As previously noted grass verges in the Parish are the responsibility of the 

Northamptonshire County Council Highways Department except for the verge at the 
entrance to Laxton Drive.  The Highways Department is a serious victim of budget cuts 
and these have resulted in cuts being reduced from 3 per year 

to 2 per year.  With the exceptional, abundant growth this year, 
the grass verges and the splitter islands at the Ashton A605 

roundabout became a major safety issue but finally, after many 
complaints, they were cut but not before a visit by two friendly 
Giraffes! 

 
The roundabout itself is under discussion as the Highways Sponsorship Scheme has 

been suspended.  Ashton Parish Council are perusing this matter but in the meantime 
the wild flowers are looking resplendent.  Northamptonshire County Council have 
responded that handing over the responsibility to the Parish Council for arranging the 

cutting of the roundabout is not viable due to the heavy volume of traffic and insurance 
arrangements. 

 
Pot holes and the condition of the road surface within the village continue to be another 
cause of concern and are under discussion with the Highways Department, and Council 

will continue to pursue this matter.  Feel free to report any pot hole concerns at: 
 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/streetdoctor  this website will give a 

reference number which can be followed up to view progress. 

 



 

Grass Verges in Ashton Parish 
 

Grass verges within the village, and other areas, are being seriously damaged by the 
parking of cars, as you may have noticed!  Council would request that drivers are 
considerate in parking their vehicles and respect their neighbours property. 

 

Conservation Appraisal 

 
Response from Ashton Parish Council 

 
At its Annual Meeting on Tuesday, 10th. May 2016, Ashton Parish Council agreed the 
following response to the proposed changes to the Conservation Area. 

 
The Council is in full support of the main proposals which include benefits that are useful in 
design and guidance but would strongly advise that the following points be taken into 

consideration. 
 
Ashton Village 

 
• The area should include the whole of the field opposite the Mill (formerly known as 

Miller’s Close).  The northern part has an ancient hollow/sunken way adjacent to the 

hedge line.  Also, in that field “cottages” are mentioned, this should read “farm 
buildings”. 

 

• It was stated at the recent public consultation meeting that the proposed boundary 
should coincide with the parish boundary: the middle of the river.  In fact, the map 
shows the boundary down the centre of the mill race.  It would now be sensible to 

extend the area to the river itself and to include the mill stream.  The whole of this 
area is of ecological importance, particularly since work was carried out by the 
Dragonfly Museum when it was housed at the Mill.  

 
• In the original document comments related to Green Farm. Most of these are now 

irrelevant as various planning applications have been made, and agreed, and much 

work has already taken place at the farm. 
 

• The destruction caused by vehicles parking on the grass verges still has no proposed 

solution. 
 
Ashton Wold 

 
• The proposed new Conservation Area at Ashton Wold should include the fish pond in 

The Gorse (or Goss) to the right of the track leading to Stamford Hovels.  The pond 
which has a stone or concrete base was constructed at the same time as the rest of 
the “Wold” development. 

Councillor John Hadman, Chairman of Ashton Parish Council 
 

The Conservation Area Appraisal Draft Document has been out for public consultation 

and all responses have been noted for consideration.  ENC Conservation Officers have 
attended a Council meeting to give an update and are now engaged in arranging a 
meeting with Historic England and further information will be available in the Autumn. 

 
 

 
 
A photograph of Ashton as it used to be, where is it? 

 
 

 



Communications 
 
Communication is very important to us so please advise the Clerk with any details of 

new neighbours so we can remain in touch through the email circulation list. 
 

A Parish Summer Community Event 
 

Sadly due to lack of support for a Community Event this has not taken place this year 

but if anyone has any ideas for a future Community Event please put them forward. 
 

Jemima Creed Charity 
 

The Jemima Creed Charity was set up over three hundred years ago 
for the benefit of young people in the parish of Ashton. 
 

The Trustees of the Charity are now able to offer financial assistance 
to children, and young adults, up to the age of 25 for any education 

associated activity. These could include school uniform, sports 
equipment, music lessons, books, trips etc. 
 

If you feel that you would like to apply for a grant, please send your request in writing 
to:- 

Mrs  Sarah New, 15 Laxton Drive, Oundle PE8 or  
Mr John Hadman, 22 New Rd, Oundle, PE8 4LB 

giving as much detail as possible and with approximate costs. 

Changes or Not? 
 
Not much has changed in this 

area of the village 

 

 
 
 

 
but where is this? 

 
 
And a lovely enhancement to West Lodge as the owners have 

restored the boundary fence to the original design, well done 
Steve & Ann! 

 

The Greenway – have you heard of this?  What is it? 

The East Northamptonshire Greenway (the Greenway) makes attractive and safer 

walking and cycling routes available in the heart of the Nene Valley. 

The Greenway is being developed in phases, some of which are already completed and 

others will follow within the next few years.  The Greenway Vision Map illustrates how it 
looks now and how it might look in the future.  

The Greenway will help connect East Northamptonshire’s communities to a central route 

that will run from Wellingborough Railway Station in the south and to Peterborough 
railway station in the north and vice-versa.  It will link open spaces together with 

opportunities for informal recreation and alternative means of transport to services and 
facilities.  The project will also provide safe routes for young people who walk and cycle 
to school. 



The Greenway Forward Plan sets out how it will develop over the next few years.  It is a 

vital tool for both the development and management, and the work of the Greenway 
Board. 

The document covers: 

• details of routes completed so far and what the costs were to build those phases 
and 

• future routes set out as phases with indicative costings, maintenance 
requirements and any special issues. 

The plan illustrates how the Greenway links to other national organisations’ routes (e.g. 
Sustrans) and to other surrounding cycle route projects (e.g. The Welland Valley 
Cycleway), as well as providing information for local communities who wish to link their 

own projects to the Greenway. 

It also illustrates how the Greenway supports countywide tourism and provides 

opportunities for the development of rural tourism businesses, in particular in the 
context of Northamptonshire Enterprise Partnership’s Destination Nene Valley Tourism 
project for the county. 

Further information on the Greenway can be found at:-  
www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/greenway 

 
 

Parish Council Details 2016 
 

Councillor John Hadman,   Chairman Clerk to the Council 

Councillor Jonty Shingles,  Vice-Chairman Mrs Diana Watson 

Councillor Ian Campbell 254 Broadway 

Councillor John Cooper Yaxley 

Councillor Mrs Sarah New PE7 3NR 

Councillor Mark Richards Tel 01733 244 752 

 07802 315 451 

 diana.watson_1@btinternet.com 

 

The next Ashton Parish Council meeting will be held on: 
 

Tuesday 27th September 2016, 6.30pm in The Chequered Skipper 

 

Police 
 
Ashton Parish is very fortunate in that the crime rate is very low so ALL please remain 

vigilant and ensure your property and belongings remain safe and secure.  Your local 
Police can be contacted by dialling 101 or if an emergency always use 999. 
 

Dates to be arranged 
 

Bulb planting – help will be required late October please! 

 
Christmas Carols – Saturday 17th December 2016 at 6.0pm 

your voices will be appreciated! 2015 was an excellent turnout. 
 

Enjoy the late Summer weather and don't forget the suncream!! 


