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A Very Warm Welcome to our newer Parishioners 

 

ASHTON VILLAGE GREEN 
 

On behalf of all Parishioners we would like to acknowledge the generosity of Ms 
Charlotte Lane for gifting the ownership of The Green to Ashton Parish Council.  

Her gesture is very much appreciated.  Thank you. 
 

The Green, together with the pub, has always been the focus of the village and it is interesting 
to look into its history. 
 

First, a potted history of Ashton:- 
 

In what is now the parish there was a small Iron Age settlement near the river.  Over three 
hundred and fifty years, this developed into a thriving, semi-industrial town during the Roman 
period: the first urban settlement in the area. 

 
During the post Roman period there is evidence of Saxon activity and this is where the village 

itself came into being, and probably got its name. 
 
Moving forward, in medieval times, we know that there was a chapel in existence in 1189AD and 

it lasted until the middle of the sixteenth century.  Fragments of it were incorporated in the 
present chapel when it was built in 1705.  Underlying the porch fragments of twelfth-thirteenth 

century window tracery were found during repairs and a thirteenth century window which can be 
seen, reset in the north gable of the Manor House may well have come from a local ecclesiastic 

building. 
 
Jumping forward to the eighteenth century, we begin to see eminent families associated with 

Ashton. 
 

The Creed family established a charity which is still operating and built the chapel/schoolroom 
and gave an acre of ground known as “Play Close”: the first hint of land used for recreation. 

 

In 1811 a copy of the Inclosure Map was produced for William Walcott who 
inherited the village from his mother, Mary Creed.  The map shows  the 

road into the village widening into a triangular open area and this, although 
probably not surfaced, is the site of the present Green. 
The map shown is dated 1835. 

 
The village passed through the hands of the Rev. Henry Addington Simcoe  (whose father became the first 

Governor of Upper Canada) and was purchased by John Smith the Oundle brewer in 1836.  In 1860 he sold the 

whole estate to Baron Lionel Nathaniel Rothschild and it remained in the family in total until very recently.  

Another map produced for the sale, again shows the triangular open area but there seems to have been a 

number of extra houses.  In the open area or “village square” was a pub called “The Three Horseshoes” and we 

know that in 1847 it was kept by Mrs. Susan Ward.  Under Rothschild ownership the landlord in 1869 was 

Thomas Drage. 

 

The present pub kept the old name until it became “The Chequered Skipper”, 
renamed by the Hon Dame Miriam Lane after a butterfly once found on the estate 
but which became extinct in our area in the 1950s. 



Ashton Parish Council have initiated a project with The Butterfly Conservation to try and re-

introduce the butterfly but this will be a long term project. 
 

What is strange is the fact that the population of Ashton changed considerably over the years.  
In 1673 there were 32 households even after many deaths from the plague a few years earlier.  
By 1801 there were only 22 households. 

 
Back to the Green:-  

 
This seems to have been created at the time when Charles Rothschild built the modern village in 
1900. Sadly we know of no surviving photographs of the old village.  It is difficult to picture the 

area before this, but lining the road, on the edge of the present Green was a row of mature elm 
trees which must have been at least 150years old.  These gradually disappeared in the middle of 

the last century. 
 
The Green has been used for games and recreation continuously over the years and within living 

memory set the scene for village fetes and celebrations.  It is recorded that on one occasion, 
Dame Miriam Lane, deputed her son the eleven year old Charles to do the honours, as she felt 

children were more entertaining than adults!  During World War II events took place every year 
during War Weapons Week when funds were raised for the war effort. 
 

From the mid 1960s until recently the Green was the venue for the World Conker 
Championships which drew competitors and spectators from across the globe. 

 
What of the future? 
 

As far as the Parish Council is concerned the present arrangements will 
continue and everyone will be able to enjoy the facility. 

 
Steps have been taken to protect the edges of the Green and the seat 
dedicated to the late Sid Jackson who did so much for the village  is 

being maintained. 
 

 
Again, we would like to say a big 'thank you' to Charlotte who, as well 

as giving the Green, has ensured that all the trees are safe and has planted two new trees to 
replace the one that had to be removed. 
 

John Hadman -  Chairman of Ashton Parish Council 

Byeways and Footpaths 
 
There are a number of public footpaths and bye-ways within the Parish and if any problems are 

noted please contact our Clerk.  The bye-way between Ashton towards Warmington, ME9, has 
been closed during the winter months to prevent damage during adverse  weather conditions 

and this will remain a permanent solution for the future.  The closure is generally from the end 
of October to the end of March.  Footpath ME7 runs from Station Road, Oundle, behind Laxton 
Drive, towards Tansor and after much discussion this footpath has been cleared and is back in 

use. 
 

Grass verges and pot holes 
 

Grass verges in the Parish are the responsibility of the Northamptonshire County Council 
Highways Department except for the verge at the entrance to Laxton Drive!  After many 
communications between Highways and Parish Council it has come to light that this area is now 

under contract with Oundle Town Council who have opted to manage their own grass cutting 
contract but had failed to realise the extent to which they had committed.  Their contract is for 

cutting within the 30mph limit zones and not the Parish boundary.  Laxton Drive entrance is 



therefore scheduled to be cut in July.  To maintain a village that we can be proud of it would 

help if vehicles could refrain from parking on the grass verges especially in wet weather 
conditions. 

 
Pot holes and the condition of the road surface within the village continue to be a cause of 
concern and are under discussion with the Highways Department, and Council will continue to 

pursue this matter. 
 

Communications 
 

Council wish to maintain contact with parishioners so, with the sale of properties within the 
Parish, it would be appreciated if new neighbours could be encouraged to contact the Clerk with 
their details so they may be included in the email circulation list. 

 

Maintenance 
 
The telephone kiosk has had a coat, or two, of paint and is looking splendid 
although some people did favour the pink undercoat colour!  Sid's seat has been 

renovated. 
 

The Noticeboards are next on the list! 
Don't forget that the noticeboard at The Chequered Skipper is for your notices 

advertising events but please  make sure that they are removed after the event 
AND the doors are secure. 

 

Parish Summer Event 
 

The idea for a Parish Summer Event  was raised at the Annual Parish Meeting.  Cllr Mark 

Richards (markrichards589@btinternet.com) has taken the  initiative to kick start this and is 

requesting ideas asap but it is stressed it is to be a community led event for the whole Parish.  
So thinking caps on as Summer soon passes by! 
 

Mark is also in the process of creating a website www.ashton-village.com where Parish Council 

information will be included alongside information on the village.  Thank you Mark. 
 

Conservation Appraisal 
 

A Conservation Area Appraisal is currently being undertaken by the ENC Planning Department 
following a meeting with Ashton Parish Council who are greatly concerned at the number of 
planning application refusals within the village.  An outside consultancy firm has been employed 

for the work and will involve consultations with all concerned. 
 

It is planned that this consultation should also have an Open Consultation Day event to be held 
at The Chequered Skipper in the near future but patience is required as this will take time!! 

 

Police Crime Prevention Advice 

 

Shed Security 

Traditionally the garden shed used to contain a few gardening tools, a lawn mower and a child’s 

bike.  Times have changed, and for many the shed has become an extension of the family 
house, used to store expensive golf and fishing equipment, power tools and even quad and 
motorbikes.  Even if your shed only contains a few basic tools it is worth securing.  Thieves can 

use the tools to force doors and windows in the main house. 

Fit a good quality hasp and staple with close-shackled padlock to the door and secure it with 

either non-return screws or preferably coach bolts secured internally with a large washer. 



Shed windows can be fitted internally with a weld mesh grille and items can be obscured from 

view with net curtains or bamboo blinds. 

If valuable items are stored in the shed lay a small area of concrete within the shed and fix 

anchor points to which large items can be secured to by a chain.  

Postcode all property such as lawnmowers, hedge trimmers, bikes and garden furniture. 
Postcoding can be done with ultraviolet marker pens, engraving, stamping or even paint. 

Property marking may not stop the items being taken, but it could dissuade a thief if you 
advertise the fact that your property is coded.  It will certainly improve chances of tracing the 

items. Make a note of the serial numbers. 

Install security lights to illuminate your garden.  Sensors can switch lights on when a moving 
body is detected. Fit a battery operated shed alarm.  They are easy to fit and will make a loud 

noise if the shed is entered. 

Garage Security 

1. Up and over garage doors should be secured with custom-made garage locks 
which prevent the door being lifted upwards.  

2. Consider fitting key operated locks to both the bottom right and left hand sides of 

the up and over door or fit a central external security measure such as a substantial 
hasp and staple with close shackled padlock. 

3. Where there is a second point of exit from a garage drill holes into the garage door runners 

and fit long bolts to prevent the door being operated. 

4. The alternative exit door should be fitted with a 5-lever mortice lock. 

5. Pedal cycles, ladders and other valuable items should be securely padlocked to an 

immoveable object within the garage. 

6. If the house is protected by a burglar alarm consider extending the alarm to cover the 

garage. Alternatively consider the use of a custom-made battery operated garage alarm. 

7. Keep the car in the garage and make sure it is alarmed and locked.  

Keep vigilant, Keep safe                                                           A/PS Paul Mitchinson 

Parish Council Details 2015 

 

Councillor John Hadman,   Chairman 

Councillor Jonty Shingles,  Vice-Chairman 

Councillor Ian Campbell 

Councillor John Cooper 

Councillor Mrs Sarah New 

Councillor Mark Richards 

Clerk to the Council - Mrs Diana Watson 

254 Broadway 
Yaxley 
PE7 3NR 

Tel 01733 244 752 
07802 315 451 

diana.watson_1@btinternet.com 

Dates to be arranged 
 

 Summer  Event 
   Bulb planting 

     Apple Crushing 
       Christmas Carols 


