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Thank goodness, Ashton escaped any serious problems during the winter, unlike last year! And 

we fared much, much better than some areas of the country. 
 

Remember all the flooding in Somerset and around the coastal areas.  Somerset residents are 

still in the throes of recovery, living in temporary accommodation and with very large skips in 
their garden and dehumidifiers in their houses. 
 

 

 

Further afield, this was a very large 150ft wave breaking in 
Alderney in the Channel Islands during the storms in January. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now.…. 

Spot the Difference! 
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 GOOD NEWS!!       GOOD NEWS!!!! 
 

2013/2014 became an even busier year than usual with all the work involving the Parish 

Governance/Boundary Review but at the April 2014 meeting of East Northamptonshire Council the 

earlier recommendation for No Change to the Ashton Parish Boundary was upheld and confirmed by a 

unanimous vote.  Officers have confirmed that this is a full and final decision. 
 

Councillors thank our District Councillor, our County Councillor, Laxton Drive Residents and ALL 

other Parishioners who supported our campaign in retaining the boundary as it is. 
 

Times are a changing, so we say Welcome to the newcomers and Goodbye to those that are 

leaving, or have left Ashton village.  We hope you enjoy the village and the peace and tranquillity 
it can offer through all seasons.  Sadly, the Parish has suffered some vandalism during the year, 
especially on the grass verges at the junction into the village where deep ruts have been left by 

vehicles.  You may have noticed the decorative tape and cones that suddenly appeared but this 
had to be done to prevent further damage and the destruction of the emerging bulbs.  A 
permanent solution to protect this area is being sought. 
 

The finger post has recently been attacked and the finger with the Ashton name has been broken 
off and is missing.  If anyone one can throw any light on this matter please contact our Clerk. 
 

The noticeboard in Laxton Drive has also suffered damage and has a broken frame and window 
which will be replaced as soon as possible and the main village noticeboard is also to have a 

replacement window fitted as it has gone opaque. 
 

Don't forget the noticeboard at the Chequered Skipper can be used by residents, and the public, 

for general notices and advertising of events but please ensure that the door has been closed.  It 
would be appreciated if notices are removed after an event has taken place. 

 

Our bulbs continue to brighten the Parish and Councillors say a big 
THANK YOU to the two Elmington residents who planted a sack of 
bulbs in the grassed area at Elmington which created a glowing  

approach to the parish. 

 
 
Any suggestions where we can plant some 
more? 
 

 

Pot holes, as elsewhere in the country, continue to be an ongoing problem 

but the highways authority is aware of this and action is planned.  A new 
wooden hand rail has been fitted next to the steps that lead from the Mill to the village footpath 
to make this safer to use. 
 

Our District Councillor David Brackenbury continues to give endless support to matters concerning 
the Parish as does County Councillor Wendy Brackenbury (wife to David).  Their knowledge and 
contributions are very much appreciated- long may it continue! 
 

The planning application for regeneration of the Chapel Farm buildings has provided an S106 
agreement payment of £500 which has been earmarked as a contribution towards protection of 

the village green.  It would be a great help if vehicles do not park on the edges of the Green until 
the protection work is done especially in bad weather. 
 

 'Images of Ashton' 
A static display of photographs and documents depicting Ashton village as it used to be is being 

arranged and will be on view at The Chequered Skipper during early summer. 
 

Keep an eye on the noticeboards for posters! 



 Concerns 
 

The Riverside Building  Nothing happening yet but it is kept under review.  A recent tidy up has 

made the area more presentable. 
 

The Walled Garden Car Park  Although this had received Planning Consent it has taken such a 

long time for the conditions to be met, and discharged, that the consent has run out of time!  A 
resubmission has been actioned, the conditions will be applied again and need to be met, but in 
the meantime the area has been managed and is being kept tidy. 
 

A605 roundabout  Yet again a major issue occurred with this roundabout when the contractors 
used an excessive amount of weedkiller around the trees and signs.  Following the many 

complaints a 'manage by design' approach was taken for the next cut and the result is a central 
area where Cowslips have been allowed to flourish, long may this continue! 
 

Posters and Fly posting  The parish has experienced a high number of fly posting banners, 
signage and advertising boards for forthcoming events especially at the roundabout which has 
become a safety issue and a nuisance.  To overcome this problem East Northamptonshire Council 

have co-ordinated a project with all local Parishes, Northamptonshire County Council Highways 
and Enforcement Teams to  formulate a policy to give clear guidance on this matter.  If you see a 
problem concerning banners, posters etc. that you feel causes concern please notify our Clerk 

asap. 
 

Planning  Parish Council are consulted by East Northamptonshire Council for their views and 

comments on all planning applications made within the Parish.  Recently there has been a 
increase in the number of planning applications for consideration for the installation of bio disc 
Klargesters which will modernise the waste disposal systems for the village as the current reed 

bed system which is over 100years old is becoming out dated. 
 

For those who wish to know, a bio disc unit completes the process that starts in our stomachs!! 
 

Remember, Ashton Parish Council works on your behalf so please do not hesitate to contact us 
through our Clerk, Mrs Diana Watson or any Councillor. 

 
We do use emails for communication and if you are not on the current list and wish to be included 

please send an email to diana.watson_1@btinternet.com and you will be included. 
 

Your feedback is always appreciated. 
 

Meet your Councillors -  The Chairman 
 

A face you may be familiar with! Councillor John Hadman has been a 
member of the Parish Council since its inception in 2000 and became 
Chairman in 2005.   
 

A member of the Hadman family that has had an unbroken connection 
with the parish for 100 years, living in both Elmington and Ashton, 

John was born in Ashton village in 1932, the same year as the village 
school closed and has continued to live nearby ever since.   
 

He began his sporting life at the age of five by playing conkers using the 
plentiful supplies from the local trees and followed this by playing cricket for Ashton Cricket Club at 
the age of fourteen.  John left the village in 1950 to do his National Service and then started 

teacher training after being demobbed. 
 

Being a community minded person John has been, and still is, very pro-active in many areas.  He 

co-directed the excavation of the Roman Town (near the roundabout) with Dr Stephen Upex from 
1974 to 1982, was an enthusiastic member, and secretary, of the Ashton Conker Club and has 
been a Trustee of The Creed Charity since becoming a Parish Councillor.  With his interest in 

archaeology and artefacts he is a very committed friend of Oundle Museum and has been The 
Chairman of The Management Committee of Oundle Museum for the past 21 years. 

Long may he continue to serve!!  
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The Annual Parish Meeting is held in May each year to which all Parishioners are invited.  This is the 

time when your questions are freely taken and answered but please do not hesitate to contact the 

Clerk at any time. 

 

Council meetings are held five times each year to which the public are invited to attend but may not 

speak unless invited to do so.  Agendas for all meetings are published on the noticeboards. 

 
Local Police Information 

 

Your local police officers are PC Bill DeGaunza and PCSO Tim Butter and you can contact them by 

visiting www.northants.police.uk or calling 101,or  

email your local Safer Community Team at SCT-EastNorthantsNorth@northants.police.uk. 
 

Protecting your Community 
Whilst Ashton Parish is a safe and beautiful place to live and work there is always more we can do to 

make it even safer. 

 

Burglary of homes is down by 50% and all crime is down by over 7% when comparing the current fiscal 

year to date against the same period last year but we have seen an increase in burglaries to non-

dwellings such as sheds, garages and outbuildings locally. 

 

The majority of burglaries to homes happen during the daytime when most people are out at work, the 

shops or socialising, whilst most non-dwelling burglaries happen during the hours of darkness when all 

is quiet.  There are however certain similarities which you can help to address. 

 

Burglaries are usually carried out by opportunists who identify some vulnerability in a property and 

take advantage.  At least one in four burglaries, and sometimes as many as half, happen because doors 

or windows are left open or unlocked, therefore it is really important that we always lock our property 

even when we are just nipping across the road or to the bottom of the garden. 

 

Try to look at your home and outbuildings from a burglar’s perspective and assess the precautions you 

need to take.  The home security self assessment found on the crime prevention pages of the 

Northants police website www.northants.police.uk is a good way of reviewing your security. 
 
A key tool in the fight against all crime is the neighbourhood watch program.  Any suspicious activity 

should be reported to the Police and we will prioritise our response.  An example of how important your 

help can be was demonstrated recently when a scheme member living in the North of our area rang the 

Police about a suspicious vehicle, who were able to locate the car quickly, finding there was stolen 

property in the car from a burglary in Leicestershire and the two occupants were arrested, charged and 

remanded in custody.   

 
This action clearly helped prevent offences in our community and detected crimes from over the County 

border.  Thank you for your vigilance         Sgt Hunt 
 

 

A Date for your Diary 
 
 

Saturday 20th December 2014 - Carol Singing – 6.00pm - Don't be late! 


