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Restored!!  The finger post has been replaced following the  theft and thanks are 

extended to A J Pendred for the work done 
 

 
 

and more bulbs have been planted to compliment 

those planted in recent years and to make a welcome 
first sign of Spring 

 

 

 

 

 

A Very Warm Welcome to all new residents. 
 

Ashton has seen many changes over the years  Our Chairman was born in the house now called 
Peach Tree Cottage during the time before WW11 when all residents were employed on the Estate 
and at that time there were no numbers or names on the houses, and people seldom moved. 

 
The recent change means that we now have the first owner-occupiers.  Ashton Parish Council 
hopes you will enjoy the peace and tranquillity of the village and we look forward to meeting you 

all in the near future. 
 
The Creed Chapel 

 
You may have noticed over recent months that the Creed Chapel has 
been encased in a framework of scaffolding.  Sadly large cracks were 

appearing down the front and drastic action was required urgently.  For a 
number of years it had been realised that a narrow band of clay runs 
across the front of the building and periodically this has caused problems 

as it expanded and contracted with changes of moisture content.  About 
twelve years ago the whole of the front had to be underpinned and whilst 
this work was in progress stonework appeared from the earlier medieval 

building. 
 
The present problem, partly due to roof spread has meant that a new tie-rod has had to be 

inserted to stabilise the situation.  With the work almost finished, apart from internal cosmetics, 
the scaffolding has disappeared and the chapel will soon return to its full use as a studio. 
 

A Volunteer 
 
The commemorative seat in the grounds of the Creed Chapel has been renovated and work has 

also started on the seat on the Green which is in memory of Sid Jackson, who was the Ashton 
Estate Manager for 40 years. 

 

This work is being done by a volunteer, Dennis  who gives a lot of his time, 
and energy, in looking after the Council's notice boards, the finger post and 

now the seats. 
 

A big THANK YOU Dennis for doing this work on behalf of  

Ashton Parish Council.  Watch out for the next project in the Spring!! 
 
 



The Village Green 
 

Many of you may be aware that the Parish Council are currently progressing the purchase of the 
Green, for the Parish, following an offer made by the current owner Ms Lane.  As you can 
appreciate there are many issues that are currently being 'ironed out' but it is hoped that this 

purchase will be concluded shortly, thus securing the future of this lovely amenity for the Parish. 
 
Planning 

 
Parish Council are consulted by East Northamptonshire Council for their views and comments on 
all planning applications made within the Parish.  This year there has been a  number of planning 

applications for consideration for the installation of bio disc Klargesters which will modernise the 
waste disposal systems for the village and Ashton Wold, as the current reed bed systems, which 
are over 100years old, are out dated and not up to meeting modern legislation. 

 
For those who wish to know, a bio disc unit completes the process that starts in our stomachs!! 
 

The Chapel Farm Development 
 
This development is well under way and further applications have been made to increase the 

dwelling number from 9 units to 13, as some units were considered to be too large.  Many of the 
original features of the farm buildings are being retained and enhanced.  An additional application 
has also been made for a change of use from agriculture to create six paddocks with field shelters 

for equestrian purposes. 
 
The planning application for regeneration of the farm buildings provided an S106 agreement 

payment of £500 which has been earmarked as a contribution towards protection of the village 
Green by the roadside, and the car park edge, with the installation of oak posts  It would be a 
great help if vehicles do not park on these edges of the Green until the protection work is done 

especially in bad weather. 
 

Laxton Drive 
 
Laxton Drive has suffered recently with dog fouling.  The Management Company have already 

taken action and signs have been installed to remind dog owners to clear up after their four-legged 
friends.  ENC will install a dog waste bin if the problem continues.  Further bulb planting has been 
done at the entrance to Laxton Drive. 

 
Elmington 
 

Elmington residents have for a number of years had to wait on the road, in the bus lay by, when 
catching the bus into Peterborough or stand on a very muddy and uneven grass verge which has 
been a cause of concern.  Following a discussion with Northamptonshire County Council Highways 

they are now able to stand on a newly created tarmac pad at the bus stop when heading into 
Peterborough.  Another resident has planted bulbs on behalf of the Parish Council, thank you. 
 

Ashton Wold 
 
No, Council have not forgotten you!  In 2015 we shall be planting bulbs in your area to bring a 

welcome sight to herald the start of Spring. 
 
Butterfly Project 

 
You are all familiar with the name of our local pub, The Chequered Skipper but may not know that 
the pub was renamed after a major restoration following a fire.  The Chequered Skipper is a small 

brown butterfly that used to live up in Ashton Wold but is now extinct up there.  This year Council 
have consulted with The Butterfly Conservation Trust with the intention of re-establishing the 
butterfly back into the area.  Two Trust Directors visited Ashton in August to assess the area and 

are now positively seeking funding for re-establishment conservation work which includes The 
Chequered Skipper.  This is not going to happen overnight and a lot of patience is need! 
 



Footpaths and Bridleways 
 

There are a number of footpaths and bridleways that criss cross the Ashton Parish.  ME1 runs from 
the roundabout across the field and into The Creed Chapel Grounds.  ME2 runs from the river, 
through the Mill, crosses the road and up towards The Green.  ME3 goes from Station Road near 

the Boat House and along  the river.  ME7 goes from Station Road, behind Laxton Drive towards 
the Tansor Road.  ME9 runs from the Rifle Range and joins into NV9 heading towards Warmington.  
This footpath is currently closed for the winter.  A necessary action to prevent further 

deterioration to the ground.  If you walk the footpaths and come across a problem please notify 
our Clerk, Mrs Diana Watson. 
 

Images of Ashton 
 
During the summer a static display of photographs and documents depicting Ashton village as it 

used to be, was on on view at The Chequered Skipper.  This promoted a lot of interest and many 
questions were raised and answered.  Grateful thanks are extended to Ian, the licensee, for 

allowing the exhibition to adorn his walls. 
 
Noticeboards 

 
Don't forget the noticeboard at the Chequered Skipper can be used by residents, and the public, 
for general notices and advertising of events but please ensure that the door has been closed. 

 
It would be appreciated if notices are removed after an event has taken place. 
 

Meet your Councillors -  The Vice-Chairman 
Another face you may be familiar with, Councillor Jonty Shingles has been 
a member of the Parish Council since 2003 and a life-long supporter of 

The Chequered Skipper (since he was old enough). Or before! 

He was a resident of the village for 15 years living in 22 the Green, 
temporarily in Brimstone Cottage, and finally in Vine Cottage for 10 years. 

Jonty is very passionate about maintaining the parish and retaining the 
conservation of the village for residents and visitors to enjoy both now 
and in the future. 

 

Local Police Information 
 

Your local police officers are PC Bill DeGaunza and PCSO Tim Butter and you can contact them by 

visiting www.northants.police.uk or calling 101,or  

email your local Safer Community Team at SCT-EastNorthantsNorth@northants.police.uk. 
 

Protecting your Community 
 
Whilst Ashton Parish is a safe and beautiful place to live and work there is always more we can do 

to make it even safer. 
 
Burglary of homes is down by 50% and all crime is down by over 7% when comparing the current 

fiscal year to date against the same period last year but we have seen an increase in burglaries to 
non-dwellings such as sheds, garages and outbuildings locally. 
 

A key tool in the fight against all crime is the neighbourhood watch program and vigilant residents  
Any suspicious activity should be reported to the Police and we will prioritise our response.  An 
example of how important your help can be was demonstrated recently when a scheme member 

living in the North of our area rang the Police, about a suspicious vehicle.  They were able to 
locate the car quickly, finding there was stolen property in the car from a burglary in Leicestershire 
and the two occupants were arrested, charged and remanded in custody. 

 
This action clearly helped prevent offences in our community and detected crimes from over the 
County border.  Thank you for your vigilance .  Remember 101 is the no. to call.         Sgt Hunt 



Parish Council Details 
 

Councillor John Hadman - Chairman 

Councillor Jonty Shingles  - Vice-Chairman 

Councillor Ian Campbell 

Councillor Tim Mason 

Councillor Mrs Sarah New 

Clerk to Ashton Parish Council   Mrs Diana Watson 

254 Broadway 

Yaxley    Peterborough   PE7 3NR 

01733 244 752  or  mob  07802 315 451 

diana.watson_1@btinternet.com 

All Councillors will be up for re-election in May 2015 

The Annual Parish Meeting is held in May each year to which all Parishioners are invited.  This is 
the time when your questions are freely taken and answered but please do not hesitate to 
contact the Clerk at any other time. 

 
Council meetings are held five times each year to which the public are invited to attend but may 
not speak unless invited to do so.  Agendas for all meetings are published on the noticeboards. 

 
We do use emails for communication and if you are not on the current list and wish to be included 

please send an email to diana.watson_1@btinternet.com and you will be included. 
 
Our District Councillor David Brackenbury continues to give endless support to matters concerning 

the Parish as does his wife, County Councillor Wendy Brackenbury.  Their knowledge and 
contributions are very much appreciated and long may it continue! 
 

Ashton Parish Council works on your behalf so please do not hesitate to contact us through our 
Clerk, Mrs Diana Watson or any Councillor. 
 

Your feedback is always appreciated. 
 

To give a start to your festive celebrations we are holding our annual 

event on 
 

Sunday 21st  December 2014 
 

Please come and join in our Carol Singing on the 

Village Green at 6.00pm. 

Don't be late!  Wrap up warm, bring a torch and a strong voice! 

All Families & Friends are welcome 

Seasonal refreshments will be provided and a bucket collection will be taken for the 

local Air Ambulance Service. 

 

Ashton Parish Council wish You and All Your Family A Merry Christmas  

and A Happy New Year 

 

Best Wishes for 2015 


