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Merry Christmas 

& 

A Happy New Year! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Carol Singing 
 

Saturday 21st December at 6.00pm 
 

Around the Christmas tree on the village green 

 

Seasonal refreshments will be provided and a bucket collection will 

be taken for a charity. 

 

In December 2012, despite the awful weather, we 

raised £30 for the Air Ambulance. 

 

Everyone is welcome to come and join in but 

please wrap up warm and bring a torch. 



Update 
Ashton is changing.  As many of you are aware changes are happening within the village after a 

decision by the property owners to sell off many of the cottages.  Some may remain for letting but 

sadly we have “lost” some long term residents however, we hope they will remain in touch. 

 

Newcomers  - “Welcome to Ashton Parish”, whether you live in the village, Ashton Wold, Laxton 

Drive or Elmington we hope you enjoy the quiet atmosphere of one of Northamptonshire’s prettiest 

villages. 

 

Car Parking continues to blight the village and everyone is asked to respect the verges and grassed 

areas to protect and retain a delightful village to live in and which will attract visitors to share in 

the special place that Ashton is.  Fingers crossed, maybe the Walled Garden Car Park will become a 

reality very soon. 

 

Street cleaning days will be notified to residents when we are given notice. 

 

Speeding is a major problem within the parish.  Along the road through the village – despite the 

20mph limit, the road between Polebrook and past the Mill to the roundabout – where there is the 

30mph advisory limit, along the A605 at Elmington, a 40mph limit, and in the roundabout itself and 

over the bridge towards Oundle.  Several meetings have taken place with various authorities to try 

and gain measures to control speeding issues but all statistics available do not support 

implementation of controls as Ashton Parish does not meet the criteria for action!  Councillors will 

continue to push for action against speeding before a fatal accident occurs and another life is lost. 

 

In 2014 hand held speed guns are being allocated for the use of Parish Councils so BEWARE these 

WILL be used randomly, within the Parish, by trained volunteers. 

Anyone out there who would like to help?     

Please contact our Clerk Mrs Diana Watson with your details. 

Bulb Planting 

Council continues to provide bulbs to enhance the parish and this year bulbs have been planted 

down the lane on the bank, along the verge towards the footpath to the Mill and in the Laxton 

Drive area and residents at Elmington have volunteered to plant bulbs on our behalf – thank you!  

 It doesn't take long, it is fun, but oooh!, the back!!  Take care! 

 

Footpaths  The steps on the footpath opposite the Mill are soon to be replaced and a new handrail 

is to be installed as this disappeared some time ago.  This year, the footpath that runs behind some 

of the Laxton Drive properties has been spoilt by garden rubbish being dumped on it.  Please be 

aware that this matter is being monitored and prosecution could follow. 
 

Where is this????     Steps going nowhere!  

This set of stone steps once led to a small gate and a 

footpath leading diagonally across the field to Ashton 

Mill.  The path was seldom used and went out of use in 

mid twentieth century. There are other steps further 

up the hill which once led to cottages demolished when 

the present village was built.  These steps were 

completely overgrown but have now been cleared. 



Boundary Review 

On 14th October 2013 East-Northamptonshire Council voted to reject Oundle Town 

Council's application to alter their parish boundary.  This decision is now subject to a public 

consultation which is open until 4th February 2014.  The Review will then again be considered by 

East Northamptonshire Council and their final decision announced in April 2014.  Yet again it is a 

“wait and see” time but hopefully, and sensibly, the decision made in October will be allowed to 

stand but Oundle Town Council does have the right to challenge this decision. 

 

Ashton Parish Council would like to thank everyone – All Parishioners, District Councillor David  

Brackenbury, and County Councillor Wendy Brackenbury, - who supported our submission in 

rejecting any change to our parish boundary. 

 

The Creed Chapel Trust 

The charity was set up in the early eighteenth century to benefit the 

young people of Ashton.  The Trustees have charge of the Chapel (now 

a studio) and its grounds.  The Chapel no longer has a religious function 

and funds arising from rents are devoted to maintaining the property 

and supporting children and young people, up to the age of twenty five, 

engaged in educational pursuits. 

Anyone in the parish may apply for funding for school trips, music 

lessons, equipment and sporting activities. 
 

Applications and enquiries can be made to the Chairman of the Parish Council. 

 

A Community Plan 

Many towns and large parishes are drawing up Neighbourhood Plans to make the best use of land 

and local development. 

 

Smaller parishes are being encouraged to consider a Community Plan based on the overall opinion of 

parishioners.  In order to strengthen relationships between communities and their Parish Council as 

many people as possible are being asked to identify the needs and aspirations of their area. 

 

This is what we are hoping to achieve for the Parish of Ashton. 

 

Ashton has a rather complicated makeup, consisting of four separate communities:  Ashton Village, 

Ashton Wold, Laxton Drive and Elmington and residents may suggest quite different priorities for 

each area. 

 

Some parishes have suggested village halls, village shops, playgrounds.  None of these would be 

feasible for Ashton as most of the land is privately owned, it is in a Conservation Area or is 

surrounded by a Scheduled Ancient Monument. 

 

However you may have other good ideas regarding parking, environmental enhancement, “tidy up 

days” or speeding issues.  Do contact us with your ideas; to help us formulate a Community Plan as 

the lack of one may result in a local authority dictating what should happen. 

Councillor John Hadman, Chairman 

 



Council Members 
 

Councillor John Hadman  Chairman 

Councillor Jonty Shingles  Vice-Chairman 

Councillor Ian Campbell 

Councillor Tim Mason 

Councillor Mrs Sarah New 
 

Clerk to Ashton Parish Council  Mrs Diana Watson  

254 Broadway 

Yaxley,  Peterborough   PE7 3NR 

01733 244 752 or mob 07802 315 451 or email   diana.watson_1@btinternet.com 
 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held in May 2014 to which all Parishioners 

are invited.  This is the occasion when your questions are freely taken and 

answered, if possible, but please do not hesitate to contact our Clerk at any 

time.                                        

 Anyone can come! 

Agendas for all council meetings are published on the noticeboards.  Parishioners are welcome to 

attend but are only permitted to speak if invited to do so by the Chairman of the meeting. 
 

Policing in the Community 
Your local police officers are PC Bill DeGaunza and PCSO Tim Butter who may be contacted by 

visiting www.northants.police.uk or calling 101, or email your local Safer Community Team at  

SCT-EastNorthantsNorth@northants.police.uk.  
 

Since our last update in May, we have had two crimes reported to us.  Can I remind all residents to secure 

your houses, always lock your vehicle and please remain vigilant and report anything suspicious to the police. 
 

Crime prevention tips for winter  With the dark winter nights upon us and Christmas just around the corner, 

it’s a good time to take a fresh look at your home security.  Here are some useful crime prevention tips to 

help you protect you and your property, both at home and when out and about: 
 

At home   

Keep front and back doors locked at all times; keep keys and valuables out of sight,and reach, from cat 

flaps, letterboxes, and downstairs doors and windows. 

If you’re out in the evening make sure you leave a light on and draw the curtains.  If it’s dark before you get 

home, use timer switches to turn on the lights. 

Light up your front door with dusk to dawn lighting – make sure it's visible from the street. 

Keep Christmas presents out of sight of passers-by. 

When recycling, fold up any cardboard boxes that might advertise your Christmas gifts to thieves. 
 

When out and about   
When out in your car, look out for Park Mark car parks and make sure you remove all items from your vehicle 

when you leave it – including the sat nav cradle and suction pads. 

When out shopping, keep your bag firmly closed and on your person at all times; carry wallets in inside 

pockets of jackets or coats, not in back pockets of trousers. 
 

Don’t be tempted to return to your car and drop off your shopping bags – keep them with you or 

take them home then ................... enjoy A Happy Christmas! 


